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Death
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my
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Kansas April
I will celebrate t h e sun—
celebrate, celebrate, celebrate t h e sun.
I will h a n g o u t the blankets,
t h e pillows.
I will w a s h the sheets and h a n g t h e m out,
take t h e r u g s and shake t h e m out;
let t h e m take the w a r m t h and purity
of t h e sun.
I will celebrate t h e Son.
I will uncover t h e hidden in me—
t h e stale, t h e dusty,
t h e mustiness
and shake t h e m out,
expose t h e m to t h e Son—
the w a r m i n g , purifying
person of t h e Son.

Muriel

Thiessen

Stackley

Lincoln,

Neb.
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i n ft]is issue.

Christ's resurrection—both the fact
that Jesus was actually raised from the
grave, and the impact his resurrection
can have in our lives today—is the
common thread running through several articles in this issue.
In his letter accompanying the article
"Remedy for despair" (page 3), author
Kenneth Gibble writes, "suicide [is] a
subject extremely difficult for Christians,
especially for the persons closely related
to the one taking his or her own life. In
addition to the shock of death, suicide
raises issues about the purpose of human
life and the nature of God. In the article,
I begin with a personal experience and
then move to a consideration of the root
causes of suicide. My conclusion is
grounded in resurrection faith."
On the same topic of suicide, fellow
editor Bernie Wiebe, whose son took his
life in 1981, writes on a very personal
level of the grief he still experiences, but
speaks as well of the grace and hope he
finds in the fact of Christ's resurrection.
(See page 31.)
And in "Resurrection faith!" (page 6),
Brethren in Christ theologian Ronald J.
Sider identifies five compelling reasons
why he accepts the historicity of Christ's
resurrection. I suggest you compare his
analysis with a Jewish scholar's recent
conclusions concerning the resurrection,
reported on page 29.

In anticipation of General Conference in July, the Visitor will be publishing several articles drawn from the book
of Ephesians and related in some way to
the Conference theme, "Living as Christ's
Family." Dr. Owen Alderfer, in the first
of these articles (page 10), notes that the
activities of our Brethren in Christ "family" are often specialized and diverse.
However, he asserts, we need to realize
that our family's mission is one.

Next month: a dialogue on the subject of "pastor and laity roles" in the life
of the congregation.
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JLhe
i he first funeral I can remember was
my uncle's funeral. Because I was only
four at the time, my memories of my
uncle are scant. Once, I recall, he and my
aunt stopped by our house for a visit. I
can remember the tall, dark man who
looked very much like my dad walking
into our large kitchen and saying a
friendly hello to all of us.
My next memory is that of my uncle
lying in the casket in the funeral home
and of my father holding me as he stood
looking at the pale, silent face that once
was his brother. I think I remember the
occasion not so much because my uncle
had died, but rather because it was the
first time I saw my father cry. It bothered
me very much to see this big, strong man
who had always seemed in control of
everything standing there sobbing. I
remember feeling like something had
gone wrong with the world.
It was only years later that my mother
told me my uncle had not simply died.
He had committed suicide. Of course, I

wanted to know why. And she could
only tell me sadly that no one knew why.
But she supposed that he felt he just
couldn't face life anymore.
The effect of my uncle's death was
profound upon those closest to him. The
religious faith we had been nurtured in
left little hope that such a terrible thing
could be justified in the eyes of the
Almighty. Although he never spoke
about it to me, I know my father carried
the scars of his brother's death for the
rest of his life. And Dad was the only
person I heard during my growing-up
years who spoke with some sympathy
and understanding of that disciple who
betrayed Jesus and then, in terrible
remorse, took his own life. I think my
dad saw in Judas one who had suffered
unbearable pain, and that if Jesus could
forgive Judas, maybe he could also forgive the man who had once been my
father's playmate when they were boys
back on the farm.
What drives people to suicide? We
don't really know. At best, we have
some clues. When we consult the statistics we discover that for Americans, the
suicide rate rises to its highest in retirement years. We know that the suicide
rate for men is more than three times
that of women, and that for women, the
ages between 40 and 59 produce the
most suicides. We know that the suicide
rate among teenagers and young adults
has risen sharply in the past several
decades. We know that of all the persons
who end their lives by their own hand,
perhaps 60 percent are judged to be
"clinically depressed." Still, having

despair
by Kenneth L. Gibble
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looked at such information, we cannot
say for sure what drives people to
suicide.
Many kinds of suicide
There are many kinds of suicide.
Think of the person who is helpless in
the grip of alcoholism. His suicide may
be drawn out over a much longer period,
but he is as surely taking his own life as
the person who slashes his wrists. While
still a seminary student I remember visiting a friend in the hospital. In his early
fifties, he was addicted to cigarettes.
Lying there in his room he told me the
doctor had warned him that his smoking was going to kill him. Then he pulled
out a pack, lighted up, and said, "I know
he's right, but I just can't quit."
Other kinds of suicide are more subtle. There are some who kill themselves
emotionally. They deny or repress parts
of their personality that they fear are too
threatening. Some people, for instance,
are afraid of their own anger. And so
they push it down, pretend it isn't there.
They may not know it, but that anger
turns against them and, in effect, kills off
a vital part of them. Studies in recent
years have revealed how stress affects
our bodies. When we do not acknowledge and deal with the stress we live
with, it becomes a kind of unconscious
suicide.
Still other people do themselves in by
withdrawal from friends or loved ones.
Relationships have brought them too
much pain. Rather than risk being hurt
again, they keep to themselves, refuse to
share intimately with anyone. This too is
suicidal, because God created us to live
in relationship. To draw in upon oneself
is to die, both figuratively and literally.
How to explain the many kinds of
suicide and their increase in recent years?
Thomas Merton said that we might
think suicide is something which incidentally happens in every age, and happens more frequently now simply because there are more people to be
defeated and life is more ruthless. Yet,
he argued, life is in many ways less ruthless than ever before. For the well-todo—and they are often the ones who are
most suicidal—there is comfort, security, no end of distraction, and so life
should be livable and even happy. They
are able to have almost anything they
want. Almost. There are a few things
that cannot be had on demand: such
things as self-respect, love, faith, peace,
fulfillment.
The failure to have all these leads to
despair. And it is despair that is the root
Evangelical
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cause of suicide. We can define despair
as an extreme form of depression in
which there is an utter lack of hope. In
some ways Americans are especially
susceptible to it because we are taught to
believe we can have anything we want if
we will only apply ourselves: study hard,
make friends, work diligently. We can
make it if we try hard enough. But it
turns out that what we really need—
such as a sense of integrity and selfworth and life that has meaning—these
cannot be had merely by willing them to
happen. The final realization that this is
so causes many people to fall into
despair.
A remedy for despair
People who are in despair are capable
of suicide. And so our best hope for
prevention of physical and emotional
suicide may lie in discovering a remedy
for despair. And at this point we look to
our faith for help.
The Bible says very little about suicide. The word itself never appears in its
pages. Although the Old Testament
contains no laws prohibiting suicide, the
rarity of its occurrence points to the general disapproval of it. Unlike some cultures in which suicide was considered an
honorable and even religious act, the
Hebrews believed that God as Creator
and Sovereign alone has authority to
give life and take it away. Later rabbinic
writings do specifically prohibit taking
one's own life.
The early Christians in general followed the rabbis, but some of the church
fathers taught that suicide was permissible to achieve martyrdom, to avoid
apostasy in the face of torture, and to
retain the crown of virginity. St. Augustine, however, swept away these exceptions; and by the time of the Middle
Ages, the dictum of St. Thomas Aquinas became the official church position.
He wrote: "Suicide is the most fatal of
sins, because it cannot be repented of."
Yet, obviously, no civil or church law
against suicide gets at the root of the
problem. A law can never be a remedy
for despair. What we need instead is
hope, a promise of something better, an
encouragement to doubt our doubts.
If, as Thomas Merton suggests, despair comes from our realization that we
cannot make life the way we want it to
be, then the remedy for despair will
come as a word that a fulfilled life is not
something we earn but something that is
given. And our faith in God the Creator
and Sustainer, God the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, tells us that in fact we
April 1984

Our best hope for
prevention of
physical and
emotional suicide
is discovering a
remedy for despair.
cannot earn, we cannot achieve, the
things that really matter—not happiness, not self-esteem, not love. All these
are gifts from God.
And so the first step in moving out of
despair is the giving up of the egocentric
notion that we are masters of our own
fate. Ironically, there is a kind of death
involved in this initial step. But it is not
suicidal. It is not an effort to destroy
oneself. Rather the intention is to be
saved, to be created. Jesus said it like
this: "Whoever seeks to gain his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life will
preserve it" (Lk. 17:33). That is, when we
are willing to die to the notion that we
can shape life as we want it, can make
people do what we want them to, whether
it be to respect us or like us or love us,
only in this kind of dying can we be born
into a new kind of living—one that
accepts all things as gift, as grace, as
blessing from the God who loves us.
The only remedy for despair is hope.
Around us we see the effects of our suicidal age. We see people choosing death
in many forms. The world is a terrifying
place. Added to the threat of nuclear
war are the gloomy predictions of overpopulation, a polluted environment, and
an end to energy resources.
Make no mistake. We ought not close
our eyes to the dangers around us. But
neither ought we give in to despair. We
need to claim hope. And this hope is not
just wishful thinking, a "hoping against
hope" kind of thing. No, it is grounded
ultimately in what life itself teaches us.
A true story can illustrate this, one
told by James H. Forest in "Astonishing
Hope" (Sojourners, February 1980).
A class on Revelation
It's about a young man named Mel
Hollander, who in the late 1960's was in
Vietnam as an American civilian social
worker. Doctors discovered he was suffering from a cancer of the lymph system
and estimated that he had, at most, six
months to live. He went to New York in
hopes of a medical cure. His doctors
found no hope.

He heard of a course at Union Theological Seminary for those who would
be working with the dying. He registered
for it, and also signed up for a class on
the book of Revelation, taught by Daniel
Berrigan.
Mel Hollander arrived at the appointed classroom for the Berrigan lecture.
Other students arrived. The teacher arrived. The hour for the class to start
arrived. And it passed. The room was
silent and still. Mel Hollander did not
realize that it was Dan Berrigan's custom to begin a class with a brief period
of meditative silence. The silence made
Mel Hollander very nervous. When the
teacher's eyes settled on him—by now a
very pale, rather woeful-looking figure
in the late stages of his cancer—he
became still more nervous.
At last the silence was broken. Daniel
Berrigan spoke directly to Mel Hollander with the simplest of questions:
"What's the matter?"
And he answered, "I'm dying, I'm
dying of cancer."
There wasn't a pause in Berrigan's
response. Nor was there a sudden convulsion of sorrow or pity in his face. He
said, "That must be very exciting."
That may strike you as a very strange
thing to have said. But is it not a parable
for us? Like the dying man—and we are
all of us dying—you and I are fearful of
what lies ahead. Sooner or later we
come to see that our own efforts cannot
save us. And we feel sorry for ourselves;
we fall into despair. We fall victim to the
suicide mentality.
But hope says to us—look again.
Look at the way life goes on. Look at the
signs of life all around you. Touch
someone who loves you. See the spark
of wonder and delight in the eyes of a
child. Pay attention to the act of kindness that has power to help and heal.
Listen to the songs people sing. Isn't it
exciting?
That is hope speaking. It is hope, in
the words of the writer of the article
mentioned above, "soaked with the resurrection—a profound confidence in the
power of God and God's unspeakable
commitment to us." It is a sure hope that
"God intends to save us, and has already
done so." Thus we can, as individuals, as
a people, embrace our time, claim hope
as the remedy for despair, and surprise
both ourselves and others with the
words: "Isn't it exciting?"
•
Kenneth Gibble writes from a number of
years of pastoral experience in the Church of
the Brethren. He lives in Harrisburg, Pa.
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May we open ourselves anew
to the transforming,
regenerating power
of the risen Lord.

by Ronald J. Sider

F r o m the ancient land of India comes
an intriguing elephant story. One day
while three blind men were arguing
hotly about what various animals must
look like, an elephant came shuffling by.
They rushed up to "see" for themselves.
One man caught the elephant's tail and
shouted, "Oho, an elephant is like a
large rope." Another grasped the beast's
large legs and announced, "No, an elephant is like a big tree trunk." And the
third blind man, who had collided with
the elephant's huge side, insisted, "No!
The elephant is like a hard, wide wall."
Many people think this story suggests
an answer to the question: Do all religions lead to God? Men everywhere see
through a glass darkly, they insist; we
are all partly blind. We know only a
little bit of truth. But we are all groping
for the same truth. We are like the blind
men trying to figure out what the elephant is really like. Each blind man had
a little bit of truth (mixed with a fair
amount of error) about the elephant.
And every religion has some truth about
God, these people assert. Hinduism,
Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Christianity—they are all honest attempts of semiblind men groping for the truth. Each
religion in its way leads to God. Thus, it
follows that we Christians should be
openminded and tolerant, and not disturb other people who will get to Heaven
in their own way.
Is that true? If it is, then there is no
point in sending missionaries around
the world, or preaching the gospel here
at home. But what did Jesus say?
Without a doubt, one of the most
amazing (and "offensive") things about
6 Evangelical
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Resurrection
faith I
Christianity is that Christians make
such outrageous claims about the person of Jesus. Every religious person
around the world will gladly accept
Jesus of Nazareth as one of the great
prophets and moral teachers. But Christians insist on adding that the carpenter
from Nazareth is the Lord of the Universe! That offends! Because he claimed
to be the unique Son of God, he could
say: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the
Life; no one comes to the Father but by
me" (John 14:6). That offends many
people.
The perfectly astounding, outrageous
nature of Jesus' claims escapes those of
us who have grown up in Christian families in "Christian" countries. No other
major world religion claims that its
founder was God Incarnate. Muslims
revere Muhammed, but they make it
very clear that he was only a prophet.
Monotheistic Jews are equally careful
about how they speak of the man Moses.
For a man from Nazareth to claim to be
the Son of God, and for Paul to say that
at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow (Phil. 2:9-11, compare with Isaiah
45:23), is outrageous and blasphemous—
unless, of course, it is true.
Why do Christians make such unusual claims? In his first sermon after
Pentecost, Peter declared that it was the
resurrection which "confirmed" Jesus'
claim (Acts 2:32-36). And why did the
disciples believe in the resurrection?
Because they had evidence.
Too many Christians today ignore
the fact that many of their contemporaries find it hard to believe in the resurrection. Some Christians are content to
April 1984

say, "I feel it in my heart, so it must be
true." The "glowing heart" certainly is
good, but I Peter 3:15 urges Christians
always to be prepared to offer a defense
if anyone challenges their hope in Christ.
And when the skeptical Corinthian intellectuals rejected the idea of Jesus'
resurrection, Paul cited the evidence (I
Cor. 15:1-11). Should we not be ready,
and able, to do the same?
What evidence is there that Jesus rose
from the dead? I want to develop five
points: (1) the change in the discouraged disciples, (2) the person of James,
(3) the empty tomb, (4) the fact that
the first witnesses were women, and (5)
the very early evidence in I Corinthians
15.

f i f t y days after the crucifixion, the
disciples announced to a Jerusalem
crowd that Jesus had been raised from
the dead. Within a few years, these same
men proceeded to crisscross the eastern
part of the Roman Empire, braving
intense Jewish and pagan persecution
and eventually experiencing martyrdom.
And it was these very men who had
scattered at Jesus' arrest, and fled in
despair. Peter swore that he had never
known the man. The account of the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus reveals
their extreme hopelessness.
What gave rise to the "resurrection
faith," and the disciples' willingness to
risk their lives to spread it? Their explanation was that Jesus of Nazareth arose
from the tomb and appeared to them
over a period of a number of days. If one

rejects the New Testament explanation
of the "resurrection faith" and the transformation it caused in extremely discouraged men, then one is left with the
difficult task of proposing other grounds
adequate to explain what happened
throughout the Roman world. The origin of Christianity is almost uncomprehensible unless such an event actually
took place.
Second, the case of James (Jesus'
brother) is very important. We know
from Acts that James, the brother of
Jesus, was the leader in the Jerusalem
Church. But the Gospels suggest that
James opposed Jesus' ministry. At Nazareth, Jesus said that a prophet lacks
honor only in his own country, among
his own kin and his own house. John 7:5
says bluntly that his brothers did not
believe on him. Why did James oppose
Jesus when he was popular in Galilee,
and then join the band of persecuted
Christians after the crucifixion? Paul
says, "He appeared to James."
Third, and very important, is the
question of the empty tomb. Fifty days
after the crucifixion, Peter claimed that
Jesus arose from the dead . . . and
(notice) he made the claim in Jerusalem.
It is exceedingly significant that the controversy over the resurrection and the
rise of the first church took place precisely in Jerusalem, where anyone could
go to see the tomb between dinner and
sunset. It was in Jerusalem that hundreds
became Christians within months of
Jesus' death. Obviously, it was in the
interest of the Jewish religious leaders to
produce the body of Jesus, or give clear
evidence of its proper disposal. But the
7

We will be able to exhibit the same kind of love which Christ revealed
in dying for us—precisely because the God who raised our Lord Jesus
now raises us to a new life for others.

earliest counterargument against the
claim that Jesus was alive was the suggestion that the disciples had stolen the
body. This was an acknowledgment that
they could not produce the body.

here have been a number of attempts
to explain the empty tomb. The old one
of the theft is no longer accepted, even
by skeptics. It has been suggested that
Joseph of Arimathea, or the Romans or
Jewish leaders, removed the body before
the women arrived. But if this is so, the
Jewish leaders would obviously have
conducted guided tours to the real burial place as soon as the disciples claimed
Jesus had arisen. If, then, the Christians
and their Jewish opponents both agreed
that the tomb was empty, we have little
choice but to accept the empty tomb as
an historical fact.
Fourth, the fact that the women were
the first people to visit the tomb and
allegedly see the risen Jesus speaks in
favor of the reliability of the accounts.
Professor Moule of Cambridge has pointed out that women were "notoriously
invalid witnesses according to Jewish
principles of evidence." (That is just a
nice British scholar's way of saying that
in first century Judaism, a woman's
word carried no weight in court.) Therefore, if the early Christians had made up
the accounts of the first visit to the tomb
and the first meeting with the risen
Jesus, they would certainly have claimed
that men were the first witnesses. The
best explanation for the priority of the
women is that it actually happened that
way.
Finally, we must look at the oldest
evidence for the resurrection. In his first
letter to the Corinthian Church (the date
is about 50-55 A.D.), Paul wrote: "I delivered to you as of the first importance
what I also received, that Christ died for
8

our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance
with the scriptures, and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then he
appeared to more than 500 brethren at
one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have fallen asleep. Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all he appeared to me."
Paul's clear implication is that if his
readers do not believe him, they can
check, for many of the eyewitnesses are
still around. In fact, the eyewitnesses on
both sides saw the rapid spread of Christianity from Jerusalem to Rome and
beyond.
As an historian, I find the evidence
convincing. It is hard to get around the
radical change in the extremely discouraged disciples, the case of James, the fact
of the empty tomb, the evidence from
the women, and the more than 500 eyewitnesses. The tomb was empty Easter
morning. Jesus of Nazareth conquered
death!
So what? So somebody rose from the
dead 2,000 years ago. What does that
matter for us today?

he resurrection was a powerful confirmation of Jesus' claim to be God
Incarnate. If the sovereign Lord of the
universe took our flesh upon himself in
the God-man and lived among us, then
what he did and said about how persons
ought to live and relate to God is the
most important message the world has
ever received. It is not outrageous presumption, but the deepest love, to hurry
everywhere throughout our world, shouting the glorious news that Jesus is the
way and the truth. Moslems, Hindus,
skeptical intellectuals—we must tell them
all that Jesus our Lord is the Truth and
the Way for them, too. We certainly

must respect and be sensitive to the cultures of other people, and we must try
much harder than in the past to separate
Western cultural patterns from the
gospel. But we dare not give up the certainty that the Lord Jesus offers the way
to the Father for all persons everywhere.
In our pluralistic world, that exclusive
claim is staggering and often offensive,
but the Easter message of Jesus' resurrection is our guarantee that it is true.
Second, because Christ lives, we have
the power to live a new kind of life. A
very short period of honest reminiscence
suffices to make us only too painfully
aware of how narrowly self-centered
many of our actions are. Jesus' summary of the Law was love for God and
neighbor. But there is more to Christian
ethics than just good advice, precisely
because Christ arose from the dead! Just
as Christ died and was raised again, so
by faith we can die to the old life of
egocentrism and rise to a new life in
Christ. "We were buried therefore with
Christ by baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk
in newness of life" (Romans 6:4). Or, as
Paul puts it in Galatians, the risen Lord
now lives in those who believe in him. "It
is no longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me" (Galatians 2:20).
"Christ in us" will mean living for
God's sake a life for others. It may mean
listening to a discouraged fellow-worker
rather than leaving for home immediately. It may mean listening to a
roommate rather than studying for that
exam. It may mean rejecting or abandoning an attractive job in order to serve
as an underpaid doctor, teacher, or pastor in an emerging nation or among the
millions of poor people in the U.S. It
may mean deciding to live in the scarred
inner city rather than in the pleasant
suburbs. Because Christ lives in us, we
have the spiritual energy to choose the
Evangelical Visitor

difficult. We will be able to exhibit the
same kind of love which Christ revealed
in dying for us—precisely because the
God who raised our Lord Jesus now
raises us to a new life for others.
Finally, when Jesus burst from the
tomb, he made it possible for us to overcome the terror of death. Many people
fear death. Secular man believes that
death ends personal existence. Man
dies, rots, and that's it. Most people, of
course, merely buy life insurance and try
not to think about it. The Christian,
however, knows that death is not a terrifying passage into nothingness, but
rather a transition into a glorious eternity in the presence of the risen Lord.
Why do Christians believe that? Because one person, Jesus of Nazareth, has
already experienced death in all its fulness and returned from the dead to live
forever. When Paul told the Corinthians
that Jesus was the 'Tirst fruits of those
who have fallen asleep" (15:20), he meant
that what happened to Jesus will, at his
return, happen to all who believe in him.
"We await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will change our lowly [earthly] body to be like his glorious [resurrected] body" (Philippians 3:21).

D eath is not a terrifying threat, because the tomb was empty. That does
not mean that the Christian wants to
die, or that he or she has no anxiety or
sorrow over the painful partings of
death. But the terror and horror of
death are gone. The young husband left
alone will be torn with grief, but he will
not despair because he knows he will see
his beloved later in the presence of the
Lord. Parents will sob over the empty
cradle, but they will also have the assurance that the Risen Lord will again
call the little children to sit on his knee in
the Kingdom. Elderly persons will cerApril 1984

tainly feel the pain and anxiety of
approaching death, but they will also
rest assured that the healer from Nazareth overcame all pain and suffering,
and conquered the power of death at
Easter. With breathless amazement and
solid faith, the Christian can shout with
Paul: "Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? . . .Thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
With this view of death, the Christian
can act courageously today. Life at any
cost is not our motto—death for a good
cause is not disastrous. Because Christ is
Lord of the living and the dead, we dare
to face racists for the sake of our brothers and sisters. We dare to go as missionaries to dangerous situations to
spread the gospel. "If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the
Lord . . . For to this end Christ died
and lived again, that he might be Lord
both of the dead and the living" (Romans
14:8, 9).
Jesus is alive! That historical fact
reminds us that what he did and said is

God's truth for all men. The message of
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
is not just another man-made religion
developed by finite men half-blindly
groping for the truth. The resurrection
of Jesus assures us that the gospel is
God's way of bringing joy and fulfillment, and victory over egocentrism and
death, to all the sons and daughters of
Adam as they accept Christ as Lord and
Savior. As we celebrate Easter this year,
may we open ourselves anew to the
transforming, regenerating power of the
risen Lord, and expect that he will set us
on fire with a passionate zeal to proclaim the Easter message in our homes,
at our jobs, and around the world.
•

An ordained minister in the Brethren in
Christ church, Ron Sider is founder and
chairman of Evangelicals for Social Action.
Currently he teaches at Eastern Baptist
Theological Seminary and is an editor of
World Evangelical Fellowship's new magazine, Transformation. When this article was
first published by the Visitor in 1973, Ron
was a member of the Messiah Collegefaculty.
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PRE-CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS
FROM EPHESIANS

The programs of the church are many in thes
and diversity of activity. But our powe
comes in the reality that . . .

OUR
Great freedom and power are present
when, for one reason or another, the
mission of a people is clear and simple
and attractive. Across history, many
rapidly growing, swift-moving groups
have made a powerful impact in time
and space. Within Christianity in our
time we see these characteristics in the
charismatic movement, the Jesus movement, and liberation theology. On the
edges of Christianity we see it in Transcendental Meditation and in the Mormans. Even with questionable ideas and
practices, groups have moved ahead
through the sharpness of their message.
On the other hand, fuzzy, cloudy ideas
and lack of clear purpose get people
nowhere, regardless of their good ideas
or intentions.
We have come together here at Kenbrook in the interest of Renewal 2000, to
gain vision and to tool up for action in
our own denominational family—clarification of vision and intensification of

This article is adapted from the keynote address given at the workshop for
members of the new general church
boards, held at Kenbrook Camp last
fall.
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mission among us who are Brethren in
Christ. Our tasks as boards and our gifts
as individuals are many. Sometimes we
get so busy with the tasks that we fail to
see the mission. Sometimes we are so
busy with projects that we lose sight of
our purpose. Then we lose power and
effectiveness. My assignment in this
keynote address is to talk to you members of the new general church boards
about the one mission—to help us focus
on it and to get busy about fulfilling it.
My thesis in this presentation is this:
While the programs of the church are
many in these times—calling for individual specialization and diversity of
activity, our power and effectiveness are
in the awareness and implementation of
the reality that our mission is one.
Alternatives: dealing with mission
A number of ideas are present today
regarding the nature of the church and
its purposes. Not all of these are articulated, but upon examination one can
detect them in the way the church works
out its task.
A widespread view is that the church
is a collection of individuals, each professing Christ and doing his or her own
thing. The only necessity is that one has
been "born again"; nothing more—no

MISSION
obligation, no commitment to others,
no loyalty. "Born again" according to
this interpretation, is a kind of mystical
experience that is wholly personal and
has no bearing upon community, discipline, or brotherhood.
Another view is that the church is a
high-powered business organization including everything from super-executives
to busboys. These functionaries decide
what is God's work for the church, and
then they devise ways to see that it gets
accomplished with the greatest efficiency.
Sometimes this means the manipulation
of persons within the body, but that is all
right as long as the task gets done. Others see the church as a social club, a
service club, or a literary society.
The degree to which we subscribe to
any of these views enormously affects
our perception of mission and the way
we will go about accomplishing it. It
seems to me that these alternative views
pose two threats or challenges to the
historic Brethren in Christ vision drawn
from the Scriptures by our fathers.
The first threat is the appeal of individualism over brotherhood. We are not
immune from the attraction of a form of
Christianity that begins and ends with
personal experience and rejects mutual
obligation and commitment to one
Evangelical
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days—calling for specialization
and effectiveness

Is

ONE

by Owen Alderfer

another. But the New Testament makes
it clear that Christian faith is relational;
we relate to the brother and sister in
community as well as to Christ.
The second threat is the appeal of
Congregationalism over the wider fellowship of the church (as primarily
expressed for the Brethren in Christ in
General Conference). Stated differently,
this is the appeal of confederation against
union. Individualism expressed on a
congregational level can be destructive
of the possibilities of ministry and service that we can have through cooperative efforts. Likewise, it frustrates the
common witness of the denomination
expressed through a unified understanding of the Word.
The Brethren in Christ have always
gone to the Scriptures for their understandings. This must be true for our
view of the church right now. What
clues do we have for a biblical view of
the church that in turn points to our one
mission? Our source is Ephesians 4:1-6.
The foundational truth in this passage
is that the church builds and works from
unity. We see this multi-faceted unity in
the source of the church—one Lord, one
Spirit ( w . 4-5). Likewise, the church
moves from a singular essence—one
body (v. 4). It proceeds from a sole
April 1984

vision—one faith, one baptism (v. 5).
These unities point to a singular task: to
prepare God's people for the work of
ministry (v. 12). Ultimately, one objective underlies this work: to build up the
body (v. 12).
Along with the unity of the church,
the reality of diversity must be recognized. But this is a diversity o f f u n c t i o n
to the one common end. God gave gifts
to persons—both the gifts and the recipients are plural (w. 7-8). He also gave
gifts to the church in terms of persons
equipped for the several ministries
needed to enable the church to accomplish its role (v. 11).
As Brethren in Christ, we are called to
sort out God's plan for mission from
among the alternatives that present themselves as options in our day. Not everything that goes on in the church universal is in accordance with God's plan and
purpose for us as a denomination. If we
want to be God's obedient people, we
must discern his will for us.
Appeal: gaining focus on one mission
To gain focus on our one mission, we
must have a clear vision of our role in
the Christian scene today.
In teaching college students, I often

encounter the question: Why can't we
have just one church? Why must we
have all these denominations? I am not a
strong proponent of denominations. However, denominations represent the way
things are, particularly in our part of the
world. Every time a person or group
determines to unify all Christians, we
end up with additional denominations
constituted of the dissatisfied remnants.
My experience has taught me that
denominations are a modern phenomenon with ancient antecedents. As spelled
out by the Evangelical Alliance (a fellowship of like-minded Bible-believing
Christians who joined forces in the
English-speaking world in 1846), the
unity of the Christian church can be
maintained in the recognition that those
who assent to the fundamental Christian truths can be a part of the church of
Jesus Christ "denominated as
"
The blank is filled in with the name of
the several denominations. As Brethren
in Christ, we are a denomination—a
part of the whole church, but called to a
specific name and function.
Denominationalism presents both
problems and advantages. The problems center in the competitive nature of
denominations, as expressed both in the
views and the practices of the several
11

groups. From this perspective, the only
excuse for the existence of a denomination is in its claims of superior qualities
relative to the other groups.
The advantages are in the possibility
of focus and emphasis by denominations. The gospel is comprehensive and
extensive. Try as she or he will, a single
Christian cannot cover all aspects of it
with equal thrust. We can join forces
with believers whose perceptions of the
gospel are compatible wth our own. As
the church of Jesus Christ denominated
by the name Brethren in Christ, we have
a continuing responsibility to identify
our "accent" of the Christian message as
we seek to declare the whole counsel of
God. We cannot be and do everything
with equal force and expression. We
must, therefore, determine what it is we
are called to be and to do. We must
define that and develop programs accordingly. Only in this way will our one mission take on substance.
In a deep sense, our tasks as boards—
along with every local congregation—is
to give our mission visibility and focus.
This begins with sharpening the definitions—clarifying the accent. "Accent" is
a familiar phenomenon to us who live in
North America: it relates to the particular way in which we say things.
Denominations have accents. If you
are Lutheran, your accent is on justification by faith. If you are Presbyterian,
your accent is tinged with God's sovereignty as expressed in election and predestination. If you are Nazarene, the
accent has the sound of second work
holiness and eradication of the old
nature.
But what is the Brethren in Christ
accent? Out of quite a few years of service among the Brethren in Christ and
with extensive study of who we are, I
propose that Carlton O. Wittlinger captured the Brethren in Christ accent in
the title of his definitive history of our
church, namely, Quest for Piety and
Obedience.
Our roots are in that quest: "piety"
speaks to the personal dimension of a
heartfelt encounter with God that is
essential to the Christian life from the
beginning and throughout. "Obedience"
is the intentional response of those who
are born again to faithfully follow all the
will of God in Christian love, service,
discipline, and peacemaking. Our movement took root in piety through the revival movement in Lancaster County
late in the eighteenth century. It found
individual expression in purposeful
12

Great freedom and power
are present when, for one
reason or another, the mission
of a people is clear
and simple and attractive.
obedience that led to independent existence when the fathers felt their associates in the Lancaster County revival
movement were not being faithful to the
mandates of the gospel.
Piety and obedience are at the root of
what we have been. They are basic to
what we are today. Our mission, then,
emphasizes bringing every member to
his or her own quest for piety and obedience in fulfilling God's will for our
lives.
These themes, piety and obedience,
are central to the text, Ephesians 4:1-16.
The functioning of those leaders God
has given to the body ( w . 11-13) contribute to piety and obedience. For
example, apostles and evangelists may
be associated with the concern for piety;
prophets and pastor-teachers address
continuing concerns of obedience. As
denominational leaders, our mission,
then, includes whatever promotes piety
and obedience among the people.
Action: application to the mission
In Renewal 2000, the denomination
has taken some rather daring steps with
the restructuring of boards and committees and a new program of funding. This
is more than a little tinkering with the
machinery; we have done an overhaul
resulting, in large measure, in new agencies served by new personnel. The concern of the denomination as voiced by
General Conference is that we may
more effectively accomplish our one
mission. That mission will be achieved
as we clarify and sharpen the vision and
minister effectively from it. Several corollaries present themselves as we consider ministering in terms of the vision.
First, we need to transcend the ideas
and structures associated with our efforts
if we are to attain our vision. The structures we have created are tools and

means; they are expendable. As we
regard these as servants to fulfill the mission, we will avoid the pitfalls of institutionalism and bureaucracy which so
often get in the way of accomplishing
mission. In our board and committee
work—as well as in our personal Christian service—we must love people, not
ideas. Dr. Burton, in his Yale lectures on
preaching, stated, "It has been the sin of
my life that I have not always taken aim.
1 have been a lover of subjects. If I had
loved men more, and loved subjects only
as God's instrument of good for men, it
would have been better and I should
have more to show for my labor under
the sun." The mission is paramount, not
the structures which enable us to realize
mission.
Second, we have to clarify priorities
and move toward the goal. This means
rising above competition and controversy in order to succeed in the mission.
Boards and committees complement
one another and affirm each other wherever possible. Anything less than this is
selfish and destructive in terms of attaining the one mission. Furthermore, this
involves responsible stewardship of persons and resources within the body.
Within agencies and among them, there
must be thorough accountability; each
board member and board administrator
must respond to the principles of accountability relative to completing the mission. We must avoid top-heaviness
created by overstaffing. We must continue to provide opportunities for volunteering by all members of the church, a
principle that has always been a part of
the Brethren in Christ way.
Third, we must carefully guard the
balance within our program in order to
accomplish the mission. This balance
can come about only as each board and
each board member keeps the total
Evangelical
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vision in view. Each agency must endorse
the others; all must promote and elevate
each other. This implies living with the
fine balance between promotion of my
program and promotion of the one
mission.
As we come together here to engage
the tasks of the new boards, committees,
and commissions in application to the
mission, we do well to keep in view the
possibility of ministering f r o m our
strengths. Again, our denominational
heritage speaks to us as we consider our
mission principles and the work we confront today.
Historically, we have been an extended family, caring about one another
and working out our lives in mutuality.
We decided and planned our lives together as those whose spirits were genuinely intertwined in a common life and
purpose. We surrounded the needy in
the congregations and supported them
with tender, loving care. We took responsibility for one another in matters
of spirit, faith, and everyday living.
These qualities that have been a part of
us from the beginning, and which have
been worked out down through our history, continue to be a part of our personality and our mission.
The points mentioned here address
the deepest issues people in our time are
wrestling with: aloneness, depersonalization, isolation, and irresponsible individualism. As we minister from the
points that have been our strengths, we
will have something to offer troubled
people in a world in distress. Specifically, for us here at Kenbrook as members of boards, we will first be ministering to one another. From here, our
ministry will be to persons within the
congregations and throughout the whole
earth.
Conclusion
We have one mission. It is God's
work. Anything that detracts, deters, or
destroys is diabolical. We have come to
a time of new challenge with new possibilities. Many tasks and many gifts are
represented here. All of this is being applied to one mission: the work of Jesus
Christ in the world as engaged by his
people called Brethren in Christ.
®

Owen Alderfer is chairman of the Religion
and Philosophy Department of Messiah
College, Grantham, Pa., and has been nominated to serve as bishop of the Central
Conference.
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"Your assignment is to write a personal philosophy of life." Wayne
Hostetler, a 15-year-old who is a part of the Clarence Center (N. Y.)
congregation, responded to this challenge in Sunday school with the
following thoughts:

Philosophy of Life
by Wayne Hostetler
I have decided that life can be divided into five i m p o r t a n t
concepts. According to Webster, life is "a property of plants a n d
animals which makes it possible f o r t h e m to take in f o o d , get
energy f r o m it, and grow." I d o not disagree with Webster, but I
believe this definition is m u c h too simple. F r o m a Christian's
perspective, life is much more.
First and foremost, life is God. F r o m God, every living thing
on earth a n d in heaven has come. G o d is the M a s t e r C r e a t o r of
this universe, and without him life would not exist.
Secondly, life is a miracle. Even after all the science and
biology I have h a d , I still d o not fully understand what m a k e s me
tick. Biology brings life d o w n to a living cell, and every nonliving
thing to a lifeless cell. Yet, I say to science, what they have
discovered is true. But all they have discovered is m o r e a b o u t the
miracle of life. Science says that living cells replicate and take care
of themselves. I say, where did the first cell c o m e f r o m ? The fact
that cells can replicate and f u n c t i o n on their own just goes to
show how wise God is.
Thirdly, life is a dream. Life is something in which I set goals.
Every day I look f o r w a r d to the future. I look f o r w a r d to o n c o m ing events. I look f o r w a r d to completing my education and
getting a j o b . I look forward to having a family. I look f o r w a r d to
leading a good Christian life. I look f o r w a r d to living with God
when my time on earth is complete. I pray to God that he will help
me reach my goals.
F o u r t h , life is a battle. One can either live f o r God, or f o r
Satan. God is sure to win the battle, yet few choose to follow him.
Instead, most people are deceived by Satan, and choose to follow
him because he is m u c h more appealing to this world. God wants
to free his people f r o m the h a n d s of S a t a n and S a t a n wants to
h a n g on to them. Thus, life is a battle between the powers of G o d
and the powers of Satan.
Last, life is eternal. Those w h o live f o r God are going to live
eternally with him. Those w h o live f o r Satan are going to live
eternally with him . . . in hell.
I believe it is a Christian's duty to fight for God. We are few,
but our power is great with God on our side. Also, just knowing
that we are saved by God t h r o u g h his only Son, Jesus Christ,
should be e n o u g h incentive to spread the News. M a n y are living
f o r Satan because they d o not k n o w there is a n y o n e else to live
for. We have to tell others a b o u t Jesus. Will you?

"Daniel, you leave me no choice. Bow down and worship me
or I shall have to throw you into the lion's den." —King Darius

Tunkers
on Tour
by Lance Boyer, Sheri Brubaker and
Darrel Brubaker

A Summer Story, 1983
Sheri Brubaker meanders into the
sanctuary. A glance at the clock shows
the closing minutes of the morning worship service. She moves to the pulpit
area but finds only a large, rough,
wooden box. And that is hardly all that
is strange about this scene: Sheri is
dressed in a bright yellow bathrobe and
carries a fluffy blue pillow.
She kneels by the box, folds her
hands, and begins to recite the Lord's
prayer.
"Our Father, which art in heaven
"
"Yes?" a deep voice booms over the
speakers.
Sheri glances around, "Don't interrupt me, I'm praying."
"But you called me," the voice responds.
She laughs nervously, "I didn't call
you. I'm praying . . . Our Father, which
art in heaven . . . "
"There, you did it again," replies the
voice.
"Did what?" asks Sheri.
"Called me. You said, 'Our Father,
which art in heaven.' Here I am. What's
on your mind?"
Actually, it is not "our Father" Sheri
is hearing. The voice belongs to her husband, speaking into the backstage microphone. For this is the final skit in a
play titled "Living the L i f e . . . " which we
(Darrel and Sheri Brubaker and Lance
Boyer) took on tour to a number of
churches during the summer of 1983.
We called our little group "The Tunkers"
(an early name for the Brethren in
Christ, used primarily in Canada).
We believe that Christian theatre is
truly Christian only when it ministers to
others. So each of the scenes in our play
14

was chosen to convey an important
message. When these biblical truths are
then "acted out," many persons will sit
up and take note. By gaining their interest and attention through the medium of
theatre, the doors are opened for them
to receive the Word of God.
In one scene, for example, Lance portrays the innkeeper at Bethlehem about
2,000 years ago.
"Oh yes, one more announcement,"
he cries. "There's a couple outside who
have had a long journey and can't find a
room. The wife is 'great with child,' as
they say, and if one of you would be
willing to give up your room, you can let
me know as I mingle with you."
Lance steps down from the platform
and walks to the pastor. "Will you give
up your room?" Lance asks.
"I don't think so," the pastor replies,
"I've traveled a long way myself. Besides,
I like my comfort."
Lance moves to others in the congregation. For those who do not have an
excuse, he provides one. "You say you're
allergic to hay?" he asks a quiet church
member. "Well, I certainly wouldn't
expect you to give up your room if that
is the case."
After hearing a dozen or more excuses, Lance motions to an offstage
Joseph. "Hey, Joseph, sorry, but nobody's willing to give up their room. It's
amazing the excuses people can think up
to keep that little baby out of their lives."
The congregation gets the message.
We were privileged this past summer
to share the message of "Living the Life
. . ." with hundreds of persons. From
early June to late August we traveled
throughout Pennsylvania. Finally, in
early September, we were warmly welcomed by our Virginia churches. Our

summer itinerary included 14 Brethren
in Christ and 3 Mennonite churches; as
well as Roxbury Youth Camp, the Paxton Street Home, and the Seminarians'
Institute at Messiah College.
Our ministry was fully supported by
the church. Both the Atlantic Conference and the Commission on Peace and
Social Concerns of the Brethren in
Christ Church contributed financially to
the tour. We sensed that we were servants of the church, and we rejoiced
when we felt God had used us to minister to his people.
Touring can be done simply and joyfully. "Living the Life . . . " was an original montage of several campfire skits
and could be staged with only a few
costumes and two wooden boxes. By
quickly rearranging the boxes, we could
shift the scene from two angels talking in
heaven, to the inn at Bethlehem, then to
a park bench, a counter at a flower shop,
Sheri's "Lord's Prayer" room, and finally to Darius' throne room and the den of
lions. Here Daniel, played by Darrel, is
brought by two guards (selected by
Sheri from the congregation) to Lance,
playing Darius.
Sheri has also chosen several hungry
lions from the audience. They stand
behind Lance with their "paws" up,
ready to maul the prisoner. King Darius,
remorseful, feels forced to hurl Daniel
into the lions' den. Before Daniel can be
attacked, however, Sheri reappears as
an angel of the Lord. She closes the
mouths of the hungry lions.
The next morning King Darius runs
to the lions' den and shouts: "Daniel,
Daniel are you all right?"
"Sure, I'm fine," yawns Daniel. "I
have a bump where those two nasty
guards threw me against the altar rail,
Evangelical
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Two Christians "discuss" doctrine as an
innocent bystander gets caught in the
middle.

but other than that I'm O.K. My God
delivered me just like I said he would."
Lance takes off his robe and throws it
around Darrel, "Daniel, from now on
you shall be the second greatest in my
kingdom. And the God you serve shall
be the God served by all my people."
"Amen!" Darrel shouts enthusiastically.
There is a pause. Lance glances
around at the quiet congregation. "Maybe they didn't hear me," he mumbles.
"Shall we try again?" Darrel asks.
"O.K." Lance repositions himself,
"and the God you serve shall be the God
served by all my people!"
And this time the whole congregation
shouts, "Amen!"
A Summer Celebration, 1984
We are excited about the increasing
importance of threatre within the Christian church. Theatre has long been a
favorite way of teaching at camps, retreats, and Sunday school classes. Now,
however, it is not uncommon to see a
pastor using dramatic techniques to
illustrate a sermon point.
Theatre, after all, is a child of religion.
The ancient Greeks employed it to illustrate their oracles. Jesus, when asked
certain questions, used dramatic illustrations. The parable of the Good Samaritan and the story of the Prodigal
Son are just two examples. And moral-

ity plays during the Middle Ages moved
many to repentance or a deeper spiritual
commitment.
Like many of the Creator's good gifts,
however, the gift of theatre began to be
abused. Religious "shows" took on secular overtones. Within a few centuries,
most drama was decidedly worldly and
often banned from religious services.
Today, certainly, unwholesome theatre productions persist on the stage,
screen, and television. Yet the Christian
church has begun anew to realize the
powerful communication possibilities
of this artistic medium. Now many
churches are using Christian theatre
productions as tools for preaching, teaching, and evangelizing. The Christian
movie industry is growing and Christian
television programing is at an all-time
high. Much of this trend is healthy, for
through these media thousands of persons are coming to know Christ better,
or learning to know him for the first
time.

"The Living
Cross"
Picture a garden scene, resplendent with evergreens
and spring flowers softly scenting the air. And off to the
side, the somber reminder of a stone-sealed tomb—
Gethsemane. This is the setting at the front of the Mt.
Rock Brethren in Christ Church each of three evenings
this April as people gather to experience the fourth
annual presentation of "The Living Cross," a choral and
dramatic reenactment of Christ's suffering, death and
resurrection.
"The Living Cross" begins in the garden with Jesus
praying while the disciples sleep. Narration continues the
story while music and drama portray the Easter message.
For some, the most dramatic moment comes when,
darkness having fallen over the congregation, there is a
sudden burst of light as the angel rolls the stone from the
mouth of the tomb and the choir breaks the silence with
the triumphant song, "Christ the Lord is risen today."
For others, the high point comes when Mary Magda-
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The Brethren in Christ Church is fully
a part of this growing ministry. This
coming summer, the Board of Christian
Education is sponsoring DramaFest '84
during General Conference at Messiah
College. Churches, families, and individuals will have the opportunity to
"share the excitement" of Christian
drama. We hope to see you there!
g

Lance Boyer graduated from
Messiah
College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
theatre in 1982. He is currently studying psychodrama and the expressive therapies at
Lesley College in Cambridge, Mass. He
hopes to one day be both a minister and part
of an evangelistic theatre company.
Darrel and Sheri Brubaker were married
in 1982 and live on the campus of Eastern
Baptist Seminary in Philadelphia. Sheri will
graduate in May from Eastern College and
plans to teach on the elementary level. Darrel will graduate from the seminary in May
with a Masters of Divinity. Darrel is a 1980
history graduate of Messiah College.

lene, after encountering Christ, hastens to tell the disciples. Indeed, who can help but be moved by her voice
raised in joy for all to hear, "He is alive, Christ is risen!"
As the choir sings softly in the closing moments, an
invitation is given to anyone who does not know this
risen Christ personally to come to him now.—Mim
Heisey
15
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In the western part of Tokyo there is
an old city. The name of this city is
Fuchu and in the center is a huge Shinto
shrine. The broad main street leading to
the shrine is lined on each side with
ancient, sacred elm trees which arch
over the street, entwining high above to
form a natural canopy. Every season is a
bit different as the trees bud, leaf out,
and shed their leaves, but the guarding
and protecting feeling always is there
and reminds everyone of the gods which
live at the end of the street.
In Fuchu, about 15 minutes by bus
north of the main street, is a section
called Miyoshicho. Really, it isn't a very
large area, but the middle-class homes
there fill each block completely. The
streets are narrow and tidy. You can't
see very much as you walk down the
streets because of the block walls around
everyone's home. Here and there you
can glimpse a tiny garden for potted
narcissus or chrysanthemums. A gnarled
plum or persimmon tree often sticks out
over the tops of the walls. After you've
been in Japan awhile things don't seem
so mysterious. Most homes are fairly
standard and from the season you can
pretty much guess what is going on
behind those walls.
In one of these homes in Miyoshicho,
the Miyoshicho Brethren in Christ
Church meets every Sunday. There are
about eight people who regularly attend
the hour of Bible study and hour of
worship service on Sunday mornings.
All during the week we are apart in a
society which worships the gods at the
end of the street. One couple attends a
seminary nearby; one couple lives about
an hour away by car. Some come on
bicycles, some walk, some drive, but we
come together for that wonderful special time of study, encouragement, teaching, praising, singing, and prayer.
The Furuta family is at the hub of the
Miyoshicho church's activities. They live
in the house and open it to the various
services, meetings, and outreach projects which Mr. Furuta coordinates. Mrs.
Furuta participates in the Bible studies
and English classes and also cares for
the house and the Furuta's one-year-old
daughter, Mitsuyo. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Furuta are from the Yamaguchi area of
Japan and were associated with the
Brethren in Christ churches there.
In Japan the family is the basic unit of
society. Individuals seek—and in return
must give—security, unity, comfort, protection, care, love, warmth, openness,
acceptance, and loyalty to the family.
What does this mean for the Christian
16

Japanese for "family"

Living as a
family at
Miyoshicho
by Dora Kawate
church? How does this affect the Miyoshicho church? How can we use these
concepts instilled from birth to preach
the gospel and make disciples? Well,
these are some questions we think about,
discuss, and pray about. None of the
baptized members of the Miyoshicho
church, except me, come from Christian
homes. Each member has had to squarely
face the responsibilities of family and
the Holy Spirit's call to become part of
the greater family of God. That really
isn't an easy choice. Sometimes the
threat of disturbing family unity is overpowering. Those who have accepted
God's call to come join his body here on
earth find that all the protection and
openness of society's families—and
more—can be enjoyed among spiritual
brothers and sisters. This task of living

as a body and a family in Christ is one
goal of the Miyoshicho church.
Even though our meeting is very
small, it is important. It provides a basis
for the outreach projects of the church
and an example of Christian fellowship.
Every week people come to the Furutas
for Japanese and English Bible studies.
There are about 12 English classes which
provide even wider contact among the
neighbors. As people are exposed to
God's love through us and to his Word
through Bible studies, we pray that they
will understand and follow the Lord
with us. Just recently a young man made
that decision and was baptized into our
fellowship on Christmas Day.
Miyoshicho also provides fellowship
for Christians traveling in the area. Last
fall a man appeared at our Sunday
morning service. It was a little unusual
and in such a small group no one can
slip in unnoticed. All of us at once
noticed that he was carrying a Japanese
Bible. That alone is unusual; this Bible
has a carefully embroidered cover. As is
customary among Japanese, not much
was said, and shortly we began our service. I kept glancing at the newcomer.
Though he didn't say anything, he sat
with a beaming and joyful face. We finish every service with a time to share a
prayer request for the week. We call it
family prayer. Visitors introduce themselves at this time, and we were all so
curious to find out who this new person
was. Finally his turn came and we
learned that he came from the other side
of Japan to Tokyo on business. He and
his family are Christians in an area
where hardly anyone is Christian. He
has since met with our fellowship a
number of times when he has been in
Tokyo.
Please pray for us. Pray for the Furutas and their leadership. Pray that each
contact and friendship will be glorifying
to God and lead people to him. Pray for
Jean Meadke as she teaches the English
classes and English Bible studies. Pray
that as a body we will be able to be a true
example of fellowship and brotherhood.
Pray with us for greater wisdom and
understanding in teaching and explaining.
•
Dora (Myers) Kawate lives in Tokyo with
her husband Toru. Originally from Pennsylvania, Dora went to Japan in 1980 as a
short-term teacher of English with Brethren
in Christ Missions. She fell in love with the
culture and the people, especially one, Toru
Kawate. Having married, she now makes her
home in Tokyo and involves herself with the
Brethren in Christ church there.
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The local church can
change the world

by Terry Fretz

Local church missions conferences
can be exciting and challenging times. It
is at such conferences that many young
people as well as adults evaluate their
commitments to the cause of Christ and
open themselves to God's direction in
their lives. Terry Fretz, a member of the
missions committee of the Sherkston,
Ontario, congregation, tells about a
conference held last year—what made it
a success and how it affected the congregation.
The local church can change the
world. Is that so? In April 1983, the
Sherkston, Ontario, congregation hosted
a missions conference weekend that
challenged its people to take new steps
of commitment to God's great cause.
The theme for the 1983 conference
was taken from Zechariah 4:6—"Not By
Might, Nor By Power, But By My
Spirit," Now hold on! Not by might?
Not by power? . . . In today's wartorn world of strife? "By my Spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts." As theme speaker

Louis Cober pointed out, the Spirit's
message is for today, and it is the Spirit's
messengers and methods that are needed
in reaching the world.
Wherever God's people are gathered,
there should be some enthusiasm, and
this conference proved that to be true.
The Lord provided a lineup of key people from diverse backgrounds to proclaim what God is doing throughout the
world, and to challenge the local church
to get involved. Theme speakers were
Louis Cober, secretary for church relations, Brethren in Christ Missions; and
Dave and Patti Miller, who are pioneering work with Brethren in Christ Missions in Quebec City. Turkey, a land
considered one of the least evangelized
countries in the world, came alive as
Colin Brewster of Operation Mobilization spoke of his work there in the past
eight years. Representation from Mennonite Central Committee, Operation
Mobilization, and the Brethren in Christ
came in the person of Rajesh Roy from
Bihar, India. Rhoda Winger of Campus
Crusade for Christ, and
Anna Engle, longtime servant in Africa, brought a
well seasoned blend to the
meetings and discussions.
Boredom was a complaint seldom heard
throughout the weekend.
"What is necessary is not
that we have great faith,
but rather that we have
simple trust in God's faithfulness." So asserted Hudson Taylor in the missions
movie during the Friday
night youth rally. Most
will agree that a good day
begins with a good breakfast, and Dave Miller
brought "the dessert" as he
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Created by Jack Kentie,
this was the winner of a
contest in the congregation
for the poster best portraying the missions conference theme.

spoke on "The Spirit's moving in Quebec" during the Saturday father & son /
men's breakfast. We were surprised with
the record turnout of over 70 men and
sons. A cup of tea and a few cookies
provided an informal atmosphere that
afternoon as Patti Miller spoke to the
ladies.
Proverbs 15:23 states: " . . . a word
spoken in due season, how good is it!"
Words were surely spoken in "season"
Saturday evening as the 120 who gathered for Rajesh Roy's and Heather
Kamphui's authentic Indian supper were
sent scrambling for water to wash down
their fiery meal. This was the kickoff for
family night, an evening of fellowship,
inspiration, and challenge.
Time was given to be used, and Sunday's time was well spent. Challenges
from the pulpit, drama presentations,
and special prayer sessions were the
order of the day. All were done with a
purpose in mind. The 1983 missions
conference at Sherkston Brethren in
Christ Church was organized to illustrate that the local church can change
the world.
A special feature was the five missions
projects we prayed for and gave to during the conference. Praise the Lord for
the $3,482.00 raised for:
1. Church planters in Bihar, India
2. New outreach in Orissa, India, by
Pramod Roul
3. Bible Institute Leadership Training—Zambia
4. Gilmores in Venezuela
5. Suorour missions project—Quebec
The fifth project was to see 10 percent
of the total offering go towards helping
local young people who would go on a
short-term missions program. God answered prayer and Chris Coulis was
selected and sent out for the Suorour
campaign with Operation Mobilization
in Quebec. It was thrilling to hear of
how God used her to reach needy people
in this wide-open province.
Our church was challenged to:
Pray for God's Spirit to move all over
the world and for him to begin with us!
Prepare to obey God no matter what
the cost—in giving and going, in intercession and involvement.
Purpose in our hearts to help become
a vital part of reaching the two and a
half billion who have yet to hear the
message of Jesus Christ.
•

Terry Fretz is a member of the missions
committee at the Sherkston congregation.
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Students mix and mingle at the Rendez-vous
Tea Room at the Delhi Student Center.

Racial bitterness
turned to
Christian love
by Onwell Msomi

Onwell Msomi and his wife Busisiwe
are students at Delhi University, India.
They, as well as Onwell's roommate,
came to know Christ as a result of the
ministry of the Delhi Student Center
operated by Joe and Marietta Smith,
Brethren in Christ missionaries, along
with Alex Singh.
When I, a black South African youth,
was shaping my world view, one of the
basic issues I had to grapple with was
that of identity. My own way of dealing
with this problem was to outrightly
reject my so-called "inferiority" and to
seek to assert myself in society as an
equal. However, I needed to know
"their" (meaning the whites') basis for
considering me to be inferior. Ultimately,
I found that theirs was not a legitimate
reason for considering a black inferior,
but that it was a matter, pure and simple, of racism.
Racism in South Africa is religiously
adhered to as a philosophic way of life.
It is popularly known as apartheid,
meaning a four-way segregation: the
whites, blacks, Indians, and the "coloureds," the name my country gives to
those of mixed race; each race is separated from the others. Apartheid is basically justified by the white Afrikaners as
biblical. "God created different races so
that they should not mix," it is said.
Thus when I was 16 years old, I came
to the conclusion that I could not relate
to "their God," and that certainly, I was
not answerable to him. I was brought
up, baptized, and confirmed in the
Anglican Church tradition before the
age of 12.1 was, thereby, exposed from
infancy to Christian influence. Though
largely only nominal, it was a nominalism that kept black Christians, as a rule,
from grappling with the issues of identity and social-political freedom. I considered these "Christians" a little "other
worldly." I had determined to be a
realist.
There was a significant turning period
for me after my mother's death. In 1974
18

my father, having remarried, left four of
us on our own. This kind of family
breakdown, sadly, is not uncommon.
Actually it is endemic to my nation.
(The Indian family solidarity would be
an exception.) The sole breadwinner
was our 18-year-old brother. I was the
cook and housekeeper. During these
days I was slowly developing a passion
for politics, reading widely on the subject of race relations in South Africa.
Along with this intensive study came
the education picked up from first-hand
living in the back streets of a township.
Without parental guidance or restraint,
I soon became knowledgeable concerning survival in a society marked by
social-economic-political strife, high
crime, rape, burglary, etc. In these formative years I began to develop a bitter
resentment directed against the Afrikaner race. I reduced my family's trials,
and by extension the problems of my
race, to the fact that "my majority" was
discriminated against.
Basically, no African culture is atheistic, nor was I. So, at this point I had to
search out what might be God's position
in all this racism. Few voices in my
country do not repeat the "party line."
Was the living God really keeping a
cold, stony silence? (I didn't know then
that God, indeed, is not silent; that he
has appointed his people in the world to
be the conscience of mankind—to be
salt and light.) I didn't see salt and light
functioning in South Africa to stop the
nation's decay.
Miraculously, in 19801 was offered a
United Nations' scholarship for Delhi
University, India, where I chose to study
political science, hoping to learn a
methodology to apply later on. On arrival in India I quickly went wild—no confining external value system. I struck out
whimsically on my own, gulping great
drafts of "free air." There were no permits, passes, constraints, and no unchained dogs.
At the university, the witness of true
Christian students was becoming diffi-

cult to ignore, let alone to reject. After
two years in India, the reality of Jesus
Christ caught up with me when I was
tiring of promiscuity, booze, and the lot.
I received Christ on his terms, and I also
received his people. Along with this new
receptivity, my old hatreds and allconsuming bitternesses were exposed
along with my autonomy. My questions
were dealt with honestly and patiently.
My roommate from Ghana was, for me,
a living epistle, giving me a model—I
could be like Fred, a vital, alive believer,
without becoming "other worldly."
In Christ I'm beginning to find someone who knows how I feel. Studying his
cross, I now know the answer to, "Why,
Lord?' He has the answers to stop the
madness. He's not complacent with racism or inequality. He is not silent; speaking through words, whippings, compassions, or loving interceptions. And from
a cross he reached me. From an empty
tomb he healed me and empowered me
to love my enemies, those "white folks."
Hallelujah! He is the God I was looking
for.
Busisiwe, also a student from South
Africa, and I were married in India in
1982, and God has blessed us with a
precious son, Wandile. Together we've
been learning how to balance student
life with family life, and together we are
under the lordship of Jesus Christ. After
the completion of our university degrees,
we hope to further qualify ourselves by
taking graduate courses in theology. We
have applied to study at the Nairobi
Evangelical Graduate Theological Seminary.
The Lord Jesus Christ is saying to us:
"Onwell and Busie, I want you to go
back to your Jerusalem, to your disturbed society. Don't be the kind of
Christians you used to hate!"
Justice and redemption in our nation
can come only through the power of an
endless life, and through God's gospel of
reconciliation.
•
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PROGRESS REPORT:

stewardship

Cooperative Ministries and Mission
Some changes in budget allocations
Since the initial promotional materials of Cooperative Ministries and Mission were prepared in the fall for the United
States churches, some of the original budget allocations as
originally proposed have been adjusted. While most of the
adjustments were minor, several were larger. Cut significantly
was the amount allocated to Messiah College, which amounted
to a one-third reduction. This means that in some conferences
the $15 of every $100 given to CM&M projected to go to
Messiah College is now $10. At the same time, the original
allocation to the board for Missions has been increased by
some 10%. A basic consideration in this change by the denomination's Board of Administration was bringing these two
more in line with historic giving patterns of our churches and
their members and friends.
What will it take in 1984?
How much is needed in order to support our church ministries in 1984? The people we have called to provide leadership
for our ministries believe that $3,660,591 is needed from the
Canadian and United States churches in order to adequately
carry out what the Lord is calling us as a brotherhood to do. In
addition, the leadership of our six regional conferences believe
another half million dollars is needed to do special regional
assignments.
Last year, we as Brethren in Christ gave at least $3.6 million
to our regional and general church ministries. An increase in
giving of 15-20% to these same ministries either directly or by
way of CM&M will provide for all these ministries the Lord is
asking us to do.
If you have not already begun to give at this new level, we
invite you to start now. "On the first day of every week, each
one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his
income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will
have to be made" I Corinthians 16:2
Not all ministries in CM&M
While most of our church ministries are in CM&M, there
are a number that for various reasons are not completely
included during 1984. We believe you should know which ones
these are so that you don't neglect them in your giving this year.
(Conference connection in parenthesis):
Navajo Mission (General)
Lifeline Mission (General)
Upland Manor (Pacific)
Timber Bay Children's Home (Canadian)
Camp Freedom (Atlantic)
Roxbury Holiness Camp (Allegheny)
Spring Lake Retreat (General)
Kenbrook Bible Camp (Atlantic)
Christian Retreat Center (Allegheny)
World Hunger Fund (General)
Missionary Prayer Fellowship (General)
Missionary Sewing Auxiliary (General)
Gospel Tide Hour (General)
Paxton Street Home (General)
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In addition to these, most regional conferences also have special funds for church planting.
July 1984 to bring significant changes
When Renewal 2000 is fully implemented this July, some
distinct changes in structures will take place which may affect
your giving. If you do your giving primarily through CM&M,
our church treasurers have a system in place which will easily
accommodate these changes. However, if you plan to do direct
giving, here is the breakdown:
Board of Administration
Board for Brotherhood Concerns includes:
Board of Benevolence
Lifeline Mission, San Francisco, Calif.
Mennonite Central Committee
Messiah Family Services
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Paxton Street Home, Harrisburg, Pa.
Peace and Social Concerns
Timber Bay Children's Home, Saskatchewan
World Hunger Fund
Board for Congregational Life includes:
Board for Christian Education
Men's Fellowship Commission
Commission on Music and Worship
Board for Evangelism and Church Planting includes:
Bronx N.Y. Mission
Extension Churches
Hispanic Ministries
Mission Churches
Pharr, Texas
San Francisco, Calif., Church
Spring Lake Retreat, Wurtsboro, N.Y.
Board for Media Ministries includes:
Christian Light Bookstores
Evangel Press
Evangelical Visitor
Commission on Radio
Board for Ministry and Doctrine includes:
Ministerial Credentials Board
Ministerial Training Committee
Board for World Missions includes:
Missionary Prayer Fellowship
Missionary Sewing Auxiliary
Navajo Mission, Bloomfield, N.M.
Overseas Missions
Commission on Education Institutions includes:
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ont.
Jacob Engle Foundation includes:
Brother Loan Fund

While the above list was complete as of late February, there
could be changes in the months ahead. We will try to keep you
informed.
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Messiah
College
News
Students give service during break
During spring break (March 10-17),
the Messiah College Student Association (MCSA) sponsored the following
service ministries: 25 students under the
Mennonite Board of Missions in Mississippi; 15 students with Community Ministries in the Bronx; 25 students in
Washington, D.C., under the Mennonite Board of Missions; and 10 students
in Boston directed by Christians for
Urban Justice. The participants donated
their time and MCSA paid the expenses.
Fees for next year
Tuition costs (for 12-18 semester
hours) will be $2,385 per semester at
Messiah in the 1984-85 year; the student
activity fee, $30; board, $625. Residence
hall living will cost from $575 to $620,
depending on the type of housing
desired.
Chapel programs
College Chapel topics and programs
this semester include: "Snags and Snafus on the Christward Walk," a series on
II Peter 1:3-11 entitled "The Ladder of
Spiritual Excellence," "Practicing the
Art of Risk-Taking," sharing by students, a hymn sing, "New Forms—Old
Wine," "Glory in the Community," and
the film, "Inside I Trembled."
Basketball
The women, coached by Nancy Clelan, compiled a 15-8 season and the
men, coached by Mike Shaker, ended
their season 17-4.
New college entrance
As you read this, construction is likely
in progress on the new bridge over the
railroad, with completion anticipated in
July. When the bridge is finished, you
will come to this new main entrance to
the Messiah campus by driving southeast on Grantham Road from Lisburn
Road and continue in a direct line over
the railroad and to the campus between
Eisenhower Campus Center and Smith
Residence.
The bridge will have a two-lane roadway, with curbing and sidewalk, and
20

will be of multi-plate steel arch construction, 37 feet wide. The cost is $496,000,
of which 80 percent is being funded by
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
and 20 percent by private benefactors.
With the campus entrance blocked all
too often through the years by stopped
trains and floods, it is good news indeed
that the long-awaited bridge will soon
be a reality, according to President
Hostetter.
Impact of college studied
How lasting are the effects of Christian colleges on the lives of their graduates?
Recognizing that "certain changes typically occur and certain attitudes are typically formed or reinforced during the
college years" but that little is known
"about what happens . . . after the college years where the work environment
may be substantially different from the
college environment," Jay Barnes, Vice
President for Student Development at
Messiah College, made this the topic of
his doctoral study at Chicago's University of Loyola.
Investigating selected changes in
alumni f r o m the
class of 1969 at a
Christian liberal
arts college, Barnes
found that the openmindedness which
develops during the
college as well as
the attitudes and
values encouraged
during this time are
maintained after college, regardless of
the work environment.
Two areas of significant change in the
group investigated were increased church
attendance and an increased use of
alcohol. Interestingly, Barnes also discovered that those earning less money
are more likely to tithe than those who
earn more money. Overall, the group
studied fell at the conservative end of the
spectrum on most value-related issues.
Although Barnes raised significant
questions about the impact of the Christian liberal arts experience in several
areas, he concluded that such colleges
"do have an impact of a lasting nature in
the lives of their graduates."
A graduate of Wheaton College, Dr.
Barnes received the M.A. at the University of Connecticut and the D.Ed, in
educational counseling this January from
Loyola. He is a member of the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church.

YOUTH
CONVENTIONS:
Is the experience
worth the cost?
Realizing $125 is not a small sum of
money, one must ask the above question. Let me share a few testimonials of
the previous conventions.
"It gave me the rare experience of
getting together with fellow BIC
youth from all over North A merica."
"There is something here for everyone regardless of age or need.
Through the sessions, we received
spiritual food and we also had the
opportunity to minister to others."
"The convention helped me grow
closer to God and find out what
God wanted for my life."
"It is great to share with fellow
Christians especially your own age.
I think it is important to renew your
purpose and overall spiritual outlook. Using the illustration of being
hungry babes, we need constant
supplies of nourishment. This convention has provided me and others with that kind of renewing spirit
that one needs."
"A convention like this would be so
difficult to sponsor on congregational level, but it is so helpful."
"The speakers are God-sent and
show the attitudes of love, concern
and respect to youth."

These are just six of the hundreds of
Youth Convention attenders who are still
reliving the impact of the 1978 & 1981
conventions.
A follow-up question would be: "Can
we place a price tag on such an experience?" We're in the business of making
disciples of young men and women. It
costs time, energy and money. It is certainly not too early to plan to support the
youth of your church. Your partial of full
scholarship of one or more young people
will provide a lasting memory but more
so an invaluable experience as youth are
challenged to live for the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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YOUTH CONVENTION 1984

Upward• Inward • Outward
December 27-29, 1984
French Lick, Indiana
Purpose:

To call youth to a deeper Christian life, a lifestyle different than
the world's and a walk with others that allows the light within to
shine.
Theme:
Building Relationship with God, Self and Others
Objectives: To encourage a lifestyle which reflects total commitment to God.
To develop a renewed commitment to the Lord.
To relate to God as friend and savior.
To better understand and appreciate one's self.
To create a sense of unity among the youth of the denomination.
To challenge youth to integrate God into all their relationships.
To build confidence in relating to the world in which you live.
Activities include:

Cost:

Topical Seminars
Recreational Activities
Small Interaction Groups
Singing
$125.00 (plus transportation)

Speakers
Two nights lodging
Seven meals
And more . . . .

For more information: Let YOUth Reach/P.O. Box #163/Mount Joy, PA 17552
SPONSORED
April 1984

BY THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION
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Leisure is
a lovely
garment.
by Jesse L. Heise

Each of us at some time will think of
retirement. Chronology and a somewhat sustained interest in the subject
have prompted me to study and write
about this fascinating part of life. Some
of us by reason of vocation have a special opportunity to observe persons in
retirement.
Leisure and retirement are not synonymous. As terms they are often used
together, however. This is especially true
when we talk about that magic time in
life when we no longer need to "arise and
go to work by the clock." Leisure is an
old, old concept. Before the birth of
Christ, Aristotle wrote, "The purpose of
wealth is to provide leisure and the purpose of leisure is to philosophize." The
time for meditation (philosophizing?)
seems so limited during the busy rush of
life. During his presidency Dwight D.
Eisenhower is supposed to have said to
an aide, "When does a person have time
to think around here?'
Retirement, on the other hand, is a
relatively new concept. Until recent years
people worked until they could no longer
do their work well. (Or perhaps a little

Dr. Jesse Heise is a physician in a family
practice in Arcanum, Ohio. He attends the
Pleasant Hill (OH) congregation, and is a
member of the denominational Board of
Christian Education.
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longer . . .) The labor movement has
contributed greatly to the practice and
acceptance of retirement as part of our
way of life. In addition, demographics
have changed greatly during recent years.
People are living longer. The median
age of our citizens is rising. In 1800 the
median age in the United States was 16
years. In 1900 it was 23.4, in 1980 35.6,
and it is predicted it will be 40.0 years in
2030.
Many organizations, industrial and
otherwise, demand that an employee
retire at a given age. For example, the
Salvation Army requires that those in
command retire at the age of 68. The
high council votes shortly before this age
is attained unless there is a death or a
health problem. Deaths in the "army,"
incidentally, are referred to as "promotion to glory." Retirement in the United
States military service varies according
to rank. Many are eligible for retirement
with its various benefits after only 20
years of service.
The self-employed person, of course,
looks upon retirement as optional. When
one is "his own boss," retirement may
come with financial security or for one
or more of a considerable number of
reasons.
With retirement firmly established as
a social and economic custom and practice, with life expectancy rising and
already far in excess of the usual 62 to 65
year retirement age, and with the median

age rising rapidly in our land, the subject
is certainly worthy of our careful reflection and study. In our study, we should
think about both leisure time and activity during retirement.
Have a plan
Retirement is a change in status. Just
like starting to school as a child, going to
college as a youth, or getting married
and working at a good job as an adult,
retirement is an event in the stream of
life. In the same way, it should be looked
upon as a new life experience.
Every person is unique. Each one has
a special group of talents and skills. We
all have differing interests and goals. It
is, therefore, reasonable to believe that
no single plan will fit the needs of all
who retire. A satisfying retirement requires careful planning. To retire is
merely to stop doing one thing and start
doing something different. It is like moving from primary school to middle
school or from university life to a career.
A person who does not really enjoy a
particular vocation will look forward
with eagerness to the extra time available in retirement. That person differs
from someone who gets so much pleasure from a job that to imagine how play
could ever be as enjoyable as work is not
possible. One writer on aging quoted a
retiree who had gone to work again as
saying, "It isn't fun to rest when you're
not tired."
Evangelical
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Some reach the day of retirement
with no program in mind except to do a
little fishing or take a month's motor
trip. They would seem to be depriving
themselves of much enjoyment and satisfaction. It is unwise to trust that chance
will provide some job that is worthwhile. Just as a business enterprise sets
objectives for production and profits for
years ahead, so objectives for desirable
retirement should be made and reviewed.
Some recommend putting a retirement plan down in black and white.
They suggest developing a resource list
of aptitudes, skills, interests and physical assets. This will help the person to
assess the degree to which the plan will
meet his or her desires and needs.
On should pursue numerous interests. It is good to have several alternatives. Keep it simple, but be adventuresome.
Learn a hobby
During our working years we spend
time doing what those around us are
doing. In retirement we have an opportunity to develop original ideas and to
do different things. A hobby should be
chosen because one likes it—not because it has prestige or is popular.
It is a good idea to pursue something
in which one already has some skill or
interest. An example of this is woodworking, Craftsmanship in woodworking can be developed in quality and
complexity. One can begin with small
items such as bookends and candleholders, and then go on to making
chairs, tables and other larger and more
involved items of furniture. Often people have hobby interests which were
present in earlier life but had been
pushed aside during their many busy
years.
There are lots of hobbies, some of
which are very creative. If you think you
don't have any buried talents, just write
down on a piece of paper what comes to
your mind. Then pick and choose. Have
you the deftness of hand and a sense of
proportion? Perhaps you'll consider
modeling in clay. Do you have the
strength to hammer and saw, the patience and steadiness to measure and
true up a board? Perhaps you'll want to
pursue carpentry. Or perhaps knitting,
or cutting and polishing semi-precious
stones would be more to your liking.
Ask yourself similar questions about
other hobbies as well.
Reading is an often neglected part of
April 1984

life during the working years. In retirement it opens the door of the mind to
new ideas. It improves the understanding of life and people. As Francis Bacon
wrote, "Reading maketh a full man
"
A general statement can be made
about hobbies. Those who work with
people should choose a hobby with
things; those who work with things
should choose a hobby with people.
Recently, in the cafeteria line at our
hospital, I asked a member of our ladies'
auxiliary how she liked her work. "Very
much," was her prompt and enthusiastic
response. "When I retired I didn't miss
my work so much but I did miss the
people. I like this place because I meet so
many people every day."
Continue to learn
During retirement one must keep
alive the spirit of inquiry. An active
mind, like a healthy body, is more interesting than a static, sick one. Mental
vitality is maintaining by continuing to
learn.
When one is busily involved in the
work-a-day world it is difficult to look at
things in depth. Neither the time nor the
energy to dig deeper is there. But in
retirement, there is opportunity to do
more. Instead of merely skimming articles in magazines and newspapers, one
can now search for the causes and meanings of current happenings.
Research into any subject can be fascinating. "The wise man," said Andrd
Gide, the Nobel Prize-winning French
novelist, "is he who constantly wonders
afresh . . . for him the world is always
being born anew."
What about philosophy? This is a

Retirement
would seem
to be a time
of both
leisure and
activity.

pleasure of life which helps us to understand the principles by which we live. It
is opposed to those blemishes of society:
dogmatism, smugness, intolerance, and
the inability to see an issue from the
other person's point of view. It takes a
person out of the private world in which
one is likely to drift in retirement. It
tends to take a person instead into the
common world of all people in which
one knows and feels alive and active.
Use your talent
We have been told of the great reservoir of human thought, talent, and skill
in the over 22 million elderly people in
the United States. All through their
vocational lives they have been using
knowledge and techniques borrowed
from their predecessors and colleagues.
Now, in retirement, they are in a position to pass it on to others. Experience
has refined their knowledge gained in
training, at school and on the job. It has
been transformed into the practical wisdom which retired people have.
Opportunities are available in most
communities for volunteers and assistants. One can learn of those by communicating with the administrators of
hospitals, local school systems, churches
and libraries. Hospitals have auxiliary
organizations with positions available
for both men and women. School systems have placement for classroom assistants. Churches have positions for
voluntary service, both locally and in
more remote areas.
Making friends with young people
can also be exciting. Perhaps the most
lonely people in the world are the 16-to
20-year-olds in our neighborhoods. They
might be appreciative of the friendship
and counsel of the retired person who
lives nearby. Planting a dream in the
mind of a small child could produce a
rich legacy for an older person. The
attention, kindness, and courtesy of a
respected older person can help to build
self-esteem in the youth and strengthen
the pursuit of that dream.
Adjust to retirement
What makes our minds restless? Nothing but our opinions about things. With
faith and trust we can have poise of
heart and mind. By keeping our minds
open we start to live every day afresh. A
certain minister was said to have burned
his sermon every Sunday night so he
would have to live and preach currently.
Upon retirement we must be capable
of adapting intelligently to new conditions. If we cannot change the world to
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suit our ideas, then we must change ourselves to fit the new situation as it is.
When a person passes his or her 60th
year, the environment is different than it
was at the 40th birthday. One needs to
adjust to a new self, a new society, and a
new life. The best way to retain an interest in life is to launch out on something
new.
In an essay entitled, "Something
About Retirement," John Heron wrote:
"Some secrets of the well-rounded re-

tired life are these: Make the most of
what you have; wherever you go, go
with your whole heart; keep your eye on
what's coming up, not what's slipping
by; play your role with comeliness; do
not let the minutes rust away."
Retirement would seem to be a time
of both leisure and activity. Leisure
alone without activity and involvement
with current issues and people would be
unfulfillingand lack satisfaction. Surely,
the poet spoke a great truth when he

said, "Leisure is a lovely garment but it is
not suited for constant wear."
•
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Wanted to adopt:
A GRANDPARENT

"Hi, Grandma!" The little girl
grinned broadly as she ran to the
smiling, whitehaired lady. She had
not even known the elderly lady a
year ago. They were not actually
related and had come from very different backgrounds. Yet, one could
easily see the love and rapport they
shared so openly.
This is an actual incident related
by one of the people involved in the
"Adopt a Grandparent" program now
in use in our Sunday school.
Over a year ago the Christian Education Commission of the Palmyra
church was looking for ways to provide more interaction between the
younger and older generation of our
church family. The commission was
seeing the impatience of some older
people as they saw the children running through the halls or racing
around and climbing in the trees in
front of the building before and after
services. They were also sensing the
indifference on the part of the children as they saw these older people
who didn't run anymore and often
actually sat still for hours listening to
sermons and praying.
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Out of this discussion grew the
"Adopt a Grandparent" program.
It's a simple plan that seems to be
working well. At the beginning of the
Sunday school year, the director of
the primary department asks members of the Berean and Bible Fellowship classes to allow themselves to be
adopted by one of the primary classes
(grades one through six).
After a grandparent has been selected for each class, they are introduced to the children and join them
in a Sunday morning class. The
teachers and grandparents decide
how much or how little to become
involved with the children.
It was hoped that the children
would become more aware of the
older members of the congregation
and become involved in ways of
showing them kindness and consideration. This has happened on many
occasions as children make little gifts
for their grandparents, visit them in
their homes and go with them on
excursions.
The grandparents are becoming
involved by attending Sunday school
classes and sharing some thoughts
and experiences from their long years
of walking and talking with the Lord.
They also share what it was like when
they were boys and girls 40, 50, or 60
years ago.
Another positive result has been
the way in which some of the children, not having older people in their
immediate family with whom they

can relate, have become involved
with their adopted grandparent. A
few of the children have continued
this involvement even after being
promoted to another class and another grandparent.
Not only the children but also the
grandparents have benefited from
this experience. Some have expressed
their enjoyment at coming in close
contact with youngsters after many
years. They are seeing them as little
people with genuine feelings and interesting ideas, not just noisy voices
during prayers or clattering footsteps
disrupting a class discussion.
The teachers also have discovered
they are benefiting from the program. They like having another resource person to whom they can turn
as the need arises. They can draw on
the experiences of the grandparents
to help in teaching the children. Most
important, they are feeling the prayer
support of the grandparents as they
grow to learn about the children and
their individual needs, as well as the
needs of the teachers as they share
their love of the Lord with the children week after week.
We are realizing there are benefits
for all those involved in the "Adopt a
Grandparent" program. For children, teachers, and grandparents,
here is a chance to help—right in our
own church—in building the family
of God.
—Mrs. Carol Frey, Palmyra (Pa.)
Brethren in Christ Church.
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The
million dollar coat

Your warm coat
outgrown here

can be sold at
an MCC thrift shop
to give warmth to
another North American

and to support
MCC work overseas.
This employment creation
project in Bangladesh
allows Shefali to work
in her own cool sari
to help support
her family.

Last year MCC shipped 60 tons
of clothing overseas, much of it
for refugees. Some Western-style
clothing is not suitable for tropical
climates and cultures. Dollars
generated by selling this clothing
are used to support overseas
programs. MCC's 84 thrift shops raised
$1.5 million in 1983.
Mennonite
Central Committee, 21 South 12th Street, Akron, PA
MCC Canada, 201-1483 Pembina Hwy., Winnipeg, MB R3T 2C8
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Allegheny Conference
The Cedar Grove Church, Mifflintown, Pa.,
reports receiving seven persons into fellowship on
Sunday, Jan. 22. Their pastoral couple, the Eugene
Heidlers, who have served the congregation for
over twenty years, have been granted an eight and
a half month leave beginning March 1. • A musical was presented to the Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa., recently by Teen Challenge. A
record attendance of 164 persons were present
when the "Promise," a musical team from Messiah
College, presented a program on Feb. 4.
The Colyer congregation, Centre Hall, Pa., held
a dedication service for their newly elected deacon,
Charles H. Smoyer, on Jan. 29. Recognition was
given to Aaron Heisey who served the congregation for 32 years as deacon. • Lew and Anne
Rinard shared with the Grantham, Pa., Missions
Prayer Fellowship recently. They told of their
experiences on board the Logos while serving with
Operation Mobilization.
The Hanover, Pa., congregation has decided to
discontinue their church bus service. They will sell
their buses with the proceeds going toward their
missions budget. • Moving date for the Messiah
Village congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., into
their new chapel was set for Sunday morning,
March 18. The dedication date is set for April 15.

A commissioning service was held for the Dr.
Devee Boyd family by the Waynesboro, Pa., congregation, prior to their departure for service in
Zimbabwe. A farewell reception was held following the service.

Atlantic Conference

The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
announces holding revival services from Feb. 1217 with Jack Yost serving as the evangelist. Special
music included "The Carpenter's Tools." • A
service of dedication was held for Allon Dourte by
the Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa.
Beginning March 4, Rev. Dourte began to serve
the congregation as Minister of Visitation.
The Harrisburg, Pa., congregation recently held
a seminar for teaching English. Since the congregation is sponsoring an Ethiopian family, the
course was to help equip members in teaching
English.
The youth of the Refton, Pa., congregation
were in charge of both the morning and evening
services on Feb. 12. Doug Slaymaker spoke on
"Commitment" in the morning service.

Canadian Conference

At a recent fellowship dinner, the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., watched John Hart,
trustee chairman (left) and Pastor Gerald Wingert
participate in a note-burning ceremony.

PREPARATION
FOR
LIFE

The Christ's Crusaders of the Bertie congregation, Stevensville, Ont., provided over 130 boxes
of cookies to shut-ins, a psychiatric ward, and a
local outreach ministry • The film, "Some
Through the Fire," was recently viewed by the
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont.
Sunday, January 29 was designated as "Prayer
Day" by the Massey Place congregation, with
eight hours of continuous prayer. • BothSherkston, Ridgeway, Ont., and Wainfleet, Ont., congregations were hosts for a Christian education
seminar. The conference sponsored by the Canadian Board of Christian Education, was attended
by 115 persons.
A guest of the Westheights congregation, Kitchener, Ont., was Neil McFarlane. Mr. McFarlane,
head of the Christian Education Department of
Emmanuel Bible College, shared the morning
message on Jan. 29. A group from the college
presented special music.

Central Conference
. . . A life of witness
and service

BRETHREN IN CHRIST

VOLUNTARY SERVICE TRAINING UNIT
4 months of training and direct experience in:
• Cross-cultural living
• Witnessing
• Service opportunities
• Personal spiritual
development
This experience is available for any young high school graduate (single or married
couple) interested in training and possible voluntary service in the future. It will begin
June4,1984, and will be conducted at the Paxton Street Home in Harrisburg, Pa. Due
to the program's intensity, it is recommended that participants are not presently
dealing with a burden of personal struggles.

CONTACT: Paul Hensel/Brethren in Christ Missions/P.O. Box
27/Mount Joy, PA 17552
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The Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield,
Oh., held a consecration service for church officers, deacons, and deaconesses on Sunday morn-

Employment
Opportunity
Evangel Press is currently
seeking an offset pressman to
run large one- and two-color
presses. Previous experience is
an advantage, but we will train
the right person. We offer pleasant working conditions, competitive salary, and excellent fringe
benefits.
Please send resume to: Evangel Press, Box 189, Nappanee,
IN 46550, attention Mr. Stepp.
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ing, Feb. 12. • Bill Miller ministered to the Dayton, Oh., congregation on Sunday evening, Feb.
12, through music and magic.
The film "Come by Here," produced by Wycliffe Bible Translators, was shown by the Pleasant
Hill, Oh., congregation on Sunday evening, Feb.
5. Chuck and Shirley Moore, Wycliffe representatives, were present to answer questions about their
work. • Ladies Prayer Teas were held by the
Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, Oh., each
morning of Feb. 20-25. Grace Dupin shared on
how to be the best Christian wife, mother, and
witness.

Midwest Conference
A special program and film, "Assignment:
Life," was presented to the Mountain View congregation, Colorado Springs, Co. The Right to
Life organization gave the program. • Dr. Phil
Frey and Rosa Eyster shared about their work
with the Navajo Mission to the Oklahoma City
congregation on Sunday morning, Feb. 26. A traditional Navajo meal of stew and frybread was
served after the service.
The Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., helped
one of their couples, Ron and Kerry Bowell, celebrate the adoption of two girls: Angela Sue—8
years old, and Heather LeAnne—6 years old. A
carry-in dinner was held on Sunday, Feb. 5.

Pacific Conference
A Brethren in Christ Life and Faith Seminar
was sponsored by the Labish congregation, Salem,
Or., on Feb. 12. Those participating in the seminar
were Grace Barnick, Joyce Ginder and Pastor
Glenn Ginder.
"The Incomparable Christ" was the theme of
the Upland, Ca., congregation's missionary conference. Two hundred persons attended the opening banquet which featured Tom Sine.

Corrections and Changes

FAMILY ACTIVITY
CALENDAR
July

July 30 - August 4

Camp Lakeview Junior Camp

August

August 4-9
August 5-11
August 16
August 19-26
August 27-29

Camp Lakeview Teen Camp
Kenbrook Junior High Camp (ages 12-13)
Kenbrook Golf Outing (Indian Springs
Golf Club, Landisville, Pa.)
Niagara Holiness Camp
Senior Adult Retreat at Kenbrook Camp
("Fortified for Living")

October

October 7
October 19-21

Men's Fellowship Sunday
Messiah College Homecoming

Mabee: Elya Anne, Feb. 6; Scott and Suzie
Mabee, Houghton congregation, Ont.
Shenk: Crystal Ann, Dec. 24; Dan and Shirley
Shenk, Mtshabezi Secondary School, Zimbabwe.
Statler: Brandon Lee, Feb. 10; Ronald II and
Kim Statler, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Ward: David Roy, Jan. 4; David and Marilyn
Ward, Westheights congregation, Ont.

For The Record...
Births
Abbey: Ryan David, Jan. 27; Dave and Debbie
Abbey, Upland congregation, Ca.
Blouse: Bethany Marie, Feb. 5; Mike and Patti
Blouse, Hegins, Pa.
Books: Chelsea Dawn, Jan. 28; Vincent and
Janna (Frey) Books, Philadelphia, Pa.
Bradley: Nathan Daniel, Nov. 1; Dan and
Linda (Fries) Bradley, Oregon City, Or.
Brubaker: Shawn Matthew, Jan. 10; Jay and
Bonnie Brubaker, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Gettel: Julie Ann, Jan. 9; Kenneth and Carol
Gettel, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Grove: Emily Sue, Dece. 17; Jeffrey and Linda
Grove, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Hosmer: Seth Andrew, Jan. 22; Tom and
Sherry Hosmer, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Keeler: Tonya Lyn, Feb. 10; Duke and Corinna Keeler, Union Grove congregation, In.
Kennedy: James Franklin, Jan. 20; Benjamin
and Jeanne Kennedy, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Lopez: Robert Jess, Jan. 24; Robert and Ruth
Lopez, Upland congregation, Ca.
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Wideman: Anna-Marie Joy, Dec. 13; Dwight
and Joan Wideman, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Willow: Bradley Dean, Dec. 27; Dean and
Barbara Willow, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Correction: In the December 1983 Births column, Laura Anne Heise's last name was incorrectly given as Heisey.

Obituaries
Hall: Mabel Hall, born Aug. 23, 1887, died
Dec. 18, 1983, in Mt. Albert, Ont. She was preceded in death by her husband, Robert, and a son,
Earl. She was a member of the Heise Hill Brethren
in Christ Church. Rev. Walter Gawa conducted
the funeral service.
Lyttle: Paul K. Lyttle, Chambersburg, Pa.,
born Oct. 22, 1899, in Waynesboro, Pa., died July
20, 1983. In 1924 he was married to Leah Baker
who preceded him in death on Dec. 4, 1972. He is
survived by a daughter, Ruth Sentz, and a number
of nieces and nephews. He was a member of the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church where
he served as song leader. Rev. Ralph Palmer, Rev.
J. Mark Stauffer and Bishop Charlie Byers conducted the memorial service. Interment was in
Lincoln Cemetery, Chambersburg.
Before his death, Mr. Lyttle donated to the
Chambersburg Church issues of the Evangelical
Visitor dating back 45 years. These have been

bound in volumes and are placed in the Memorial
Prayer Chapel in his memory, together with a
collection of other Brethren in Christ publications
he had given to the congregation.
Millard: Ben Millard, born Oct. 6, 1914, died
Jan. 16, 1984. He was married to Louise McCutcheon who survives. Also surviving are three
daughters and nine grandchildren. Two sons preceded him in death. He was a member of the
Houghton Brethren in Christ Church where he
served as deacon for 18 years. Rev. John R. Sider
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
Cultus Cemetery.
Wideman: Ella Heise Wideman, born Sept. 27,
1892, died Dec. 27, 1983, in Stouffville, Ont. In
1923 she was married to Isidor Wideman who
survives. Also surviving are three sons: Harold,
Earl and Glen; 16 grandchildren; and six greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Marlin K. Ressler and
Rev. J. Allan Heise. Interment was in the Heise
Hill Cemetery.
Witter: Becky Jo Zimmerman Witter, Winfield, II., born Aug. 15, 1951, died Jan. 21, 1984.
She was married to David P. Witter who survives.
Also surviving are her mother, Grace Shown; her
father, John K. Zimmerman; and a brother, J.
William Zimmerman. Rev. Joe Richards and Rev.
Emma Richards conducted the funeral service.
Wolgemuth: Almeda Engle Wolgemuth,
Mount Joy, Pa., born Jan. 20, 1903, died Jan. 22,
1984. She was married to Eli Wolgemuth who
survives. Also surviving are two daughters: Marian Fasnacht and Ardis Santos; a son, Alvin; a
sister, Susan Heisey; and a brother, Harry Engle.
She was a member of the Cross Roads Brethren in
Christ Church. Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev.
Allon B. Dourte conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Cross Roads Cemetery.
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The Holy Spirit in the Latter Days, by
Harold Lindsell (Nashville, TN, Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1983, $10.95 cloth), is
reviewed by Darius Salter, executive
director of the Christian Holiness Association.
Harold Lindsell combines scholarly insight
and popular style in his recent book, The
Holy Spirit in the Latter Days. A survey
history of charismatic and holiness movements is combined with a review of Old and
New Testament pneumatology in order for
Lindsell to state his thesis: "Through the ages
one fact stands out starkly: virtually without
exception there has never been a man or
woman of God who performed great exploits
for God, who was not filled with the Spirit"
(p. 76). Lindsell does not limit his observation to those who perform "great exploits,"
noting that "Those who serve in small places
are just as much in need of the Spirit's power
as those who win thousands and speak to
tens of thousands" (p. 137).
At the heart of his book, Lindsell attempts
to tackle three theological problems. First,
what is the exegetical relationship between
being "sealed" with the Spirit and being
Tilled" with the Spirit? After quoting various
authorities, Lindsell infers that Pentecost
was primarily concerned with fitting disciples who were already sealed or indwelt by
the sanctifying Holy Spirit. What was given
in the Old Testament by the sovereignty of
God is now (post-Pentecost or latter days)
available to all Christians who meet the conditions for God's fullness.
Conerning the second issue, glossolalia,
Lindsell is open to the possibility that tongues
is an authentic gift, and evidence of the Holy
Spirit's presence in the life of the believer. He
is quite adamant that this particular gift is a
sign rather than the sign, and he is also careful to point out that the gift of tongues has
little to do with the spiritual character of the
possessor. Above all, faith is much more
important than an outward sign or manifestation. "We can and should believe that we
are filled with the Holy Spirit when we have
met the conditions, whether there is an outward sign of an experiential sort or not" (p.
101).
Thirdly, what about the filling of the Holy
Spirit and the problem of sin? Lindsell identifies two historical positions: "The Arminian, from the Hills perspective [Aaron Merritt Hills, from whom Lindsell has already
quoted], is saying that when the believer is
filled with the Holy Spirit, he cannot sin; the
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Calvinist, on the other hand, seems to be
saying that whether the believer is or is not
filled with the Holy Spirit, he will sin in
word, thought, and deed everyday" (p. 140).
Lindsell argues that neither of these positions is experientially correct for the Spiritfilled believer. The dialectic is that "the
believer may sin but he does not have to" (p.
140).
Lindsell has come to the right conclusion,
but with the wrong historical evidence. He
has identified the Hills position, holiness
theology, with an eternal security which disallows the possibility of sinning by the Spiritfilled believer. The reviewer admits that A.
M. Hills was, at times, over-zealous with his
language concerning the sanctified state (e.g.,
"dead to the solicitation of evil"), but he
nowhere taught that the Spirit-filled person
"has reached perfection and cannot sin." In
the work from which Lindsell quotes, Hills
devotes an entire chapter to "How to Keep
the Blessing." In the same volume, Hills
wrote, "There are thirty volumes on the desk
before me on this subject of 'sanctification,'
and not one of all the authors pretends to
teach that there is any state of grace attainable in this life from which a child of God may
not fall" (Holiness and Power, 1897, p. 60).
Not only did John Wesley observe that
many who had been sanctified wholly had
later fallen from grace, but he attempted to
correct any kind of illusionary permanency
or false confidence in the "second work." A
minute from the 1770 Methodist Conference
corrects any misconception that a single
work of grace wrought in a moment of time,
will unconditionally validate one's spiritual
security: "Does not talking . . . of a justified or sanctified state tend to mislead men;
almost naturally leading them to trust what
was done in one moment. Whereas we are
every moment pleasing or displeasing to God
according to our present inward tempers and
outward behavior?" (Works, Volume VIII,
p. 338).
The historical movement which Lindsell
invalidates has been the foremost proponent
of the precise theological stance for which he
opts. Lindsell refers to it as the "steady state":
"By this I mean that holiness and power do
not come and then go, except as we lose the
infilling power of the Holy Spirit through
sin. It is possible for any believer to remain
filled with the Holy Spirit without interruption" (p. 146). Wesleyans would say "amen,"
but would take exception to the same false
accusation which has stalked them since the
days of the early Methodist societies. Lindsell misinterprets: "After that [the second
blessing], he can no longer sin, and thus is
sure of his eternal security" (p. 140). In
responding to the question, "Can they fall
from it?", Wesley wrote: "I am well assured
they can, matter of fact puts this beyond
dispute . . . . There is no such height or
strength of holiness as it is impossible to fall
from" (A Plain Account of Christian Perfection, 1872 edition, p. 94). J. A. Wood, who
was as well versed in holiness literature as

any other 19th century Methodist author,
wrote: "If by sinless perfection be meant
infallibility or a state in which the soul cannot sin, we answer, No. We believe in no
such perfection in this life, and further we
know of no one who teaches any such thing,
although it has been asserted over and over,
thousands of times, by the opposers of Christian perfection" (Perfect Love, 1891, p. 44).
My response is in full sympathy with the
semantical problems which arise in dealing
with the power of grace versus the power of
sin. Even after Lindsell has postulated that
man can live above sin, he seemingly contradicts himself by asking, "But of whom can it
be said that he has loved God with his whole
heart, that is, 100 percent without even the
slightest devotion from the perfect norm?
The most minute deviation from the standard of perfection constitutes sin" (p. 143).
Wesley attempted to solve this problem by
differentiating between "voluntary" transgressions and "involuntary" transgressions of the
law. He wrote, "I believe there is no such
perfection in this life as excludes these involuntary transgressions . . . . Therefore, sinless perfection is a phrase I never use, lest I
should seem to contradict myself' (A Plain
Account of Christian Perfection, p. 54).
Wesley would have been in wholehearted
agreement with Lindsell "that God looks at
the intention of the heart and accepts the
intention for the performance when the performance is less than perfect, especially when
the imperfection of the performance is unknown to us" (p. 143). This point holiness
evangelists reiterated time and time again.
The overall strength of Lindsell's effort is
not the unlocking of theological mysteries,
but the practical application which he relates
to both clergy and laity. There are helpful
discussions on the gifts of the Spirit and an
intriguing chapter titled "Eight Questions
Often Asked About the Filling of the Holy
Spirit." The highlight of the entire book is a
succinct five-step explanation as to how the
believer can be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Lindsell's tone is both prophetic and optimistic: "We could be standing on the edge of
a great spiritual awakening in America and
around the world. But that awakening will
not occur until the Holy Spirit can work
among those whose eyes look only for His
glory and who are willing to give credit to the
Spirit for every happening" (p. 200).
Even though Lindsell has written this
book in a non-dogmatic style, he warns
against "smoke screening" substantial doctrinal differences in order to experience the
power of the Spirit. At the same time, an
ecumenicity of the Spirit should be a high
priority; perhaps a "national conference"
where "The vitalities of the various traditions
could be presented, and the advocates of
each tradition could get to know those of
other traditions face to face" (p. 188). Such a
desire has been the motivation for this
response to Dr. Lindsell. The Holy Spirit in
the Latter Days is quite suggestive. It is
worth taking note of.
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the contemporary scene
Survey shows family strong but
sample representativeness questioned
MINNEAPOLIS (EP)—A survey by 13
church and civic groups says that despite
high divorce rates, the American family is
basically strong and healthy. The survey of
8,000 adolescents and 10,000 parents, including many members of church congregations,
was compiled by the Search Institute of
Minneapolis, made up of 13 church and citizen organizations, including the American
Lutheran Church, the Baptist General Conference and the 4-H Extension.
"We find that the needs, despairs and longings of youth and parents tend to be more
subtle, less catastrophic and perhaps more
benign than we have been led to believe," the
study's authors said. "When we take a single
snapshot of this fast-moving period, we see
the vast majority doing constructive things
such as buildng friendship skills, growing in
empathy, valuing parents and family, struggling with issues of freedom and independence, opposing racial discrimination, caring
about the hungry and the poor, and contemplating the future," the study said.
The study's authors cautioned, however,
that the relatively rosy findings are largely
due to a survey sample that over-represented
church-going families, families from northcentral states and parents with four or more
years of college. The study also said that "the
percentages of black and Spanish-origin
youth are under-represented."
Youngsters, who ranged from fifth to
ninth grade, were asked 319 questions. Researchers said the top three adolescent worries—each expressed by about half of those
surveyed—were about "school performance,
my looks and how well the other kids like
me." According to the survey, 11 percent of
those responding said they worry "that I
might kill myself," and 12 percent said they
feared physical abuse by a parent.
Among other findings: Eighty-six percent
of the adolescents favored more government
help for the poor and hungry, compared
with 50 percent of their parents. Nineteen
percent of boys and 14 percent of their
fathers favored more military spending, while
just 5 percent of girls and 6 percent of their
mothers felt that way.
Use of alcohol is common by the ninth
grade, with 53 percent of ninth-graders and
42 percent of eight-graders saying they'd had
a drink in the last year. Twenty percent of
ninth-graders said they had used marijuana
once or more in the past 12 months.
Nearly one out of four youngsters said
they spent three hours or more a week playing video games. Sixty-one percent of ninthgrade girls said they were opposed to premarital intercourse, while 36 percent of the
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boys held that attitude. By ninth grade, 20
percent of the adolescents said they had
engaged in sexual intercourse.

Jewish author says resurrection
is "a Jewish faith experience"
WEST GERMANY (EP)—An Orthodox
Jewish scholar argues in a new book that the
resurrection of Jesus is a historical fact,
according to a report from Religious News
Service. The author, Pinchas Lapide, a New
Testament specialist who teaches in West
Germany, denies that Jesus was the divine
Son of God or the long-awaited Messiah of
the Jews. He does, however, suggest that
Jesus is the Messiah of the Gentile church.
The book, "The Resurrection of Jesus: A
Jewish Perspective," was first published in
German in 1977. The English translation was
released by Augsburg Publishing House late
last year.
Lapide says his work has rocked the boat
in some Jewish scholarly circles. "I don't
know of anybody in the history of Judaism
who has not gotten into trouble for saying
something new," he says. "But I have written
that God raised Jesus from the dead because
I'm thoroughly convinced it's true." He
writes that the New Testament account
could only have been written by men "deeply
convinced that this miserable dying of the
Nazarene (was not) the last word of God."
He asserts that dismissing the resurrection as
a vision or hallucination does not explain
that revolutionary transformation that followed the Easter event. The scholar says
virtually all the witnesses to the earthly life of
Christ were Jews, and that both before and
after the crucifixion Jesus ministered only
within his homeland. He thus describes the
resurrection as "a Jewish faith experience."
Lapide compares Christ's suffering and martyrdom to the suffering experienced by Jews
in Auschwitz, concluding that "the cause of
Jesus is basically the cause of Israel."
Lapide notes that the Old Testament
reports the resurrections or resuscitations of
several individuals. Judaism later came to
believe in a future, generalized resurrection
of believers, which became a tenet of Jewish
Orthodoxy. While providing a context for
the resurrection in the Jewish faith, he criticizes modern theologians who seem "ashamed
of the material facticity of the resurrection."
Has his acknowledgment of the resurrection brought him any closer to embracing
Christianity? "Certainly not," Lapide says.
"Every day I wait and pray for the coming of
the Messiah." Yet he affirms that God was
behind the faith that sprang from the resurrection. He writes that the "experience of the
resurrection as the foundation act of the

church which has carried the faith in the God
of Israel into the whole Western world must
belong to God's plan of salvation . . ."
Lapide, 62, devotes much of his time and
energy to Jewish-Christian dialogue. Some
American religious scholars have hailed his
book as a major contribution to that dialogue. United Methodist theologian Albert
Outler says the book is valuable for its
"illumination of the Jewish perspective on
resurrection, its critique of Christian demythologizing of the resurrection of Jesus,
(and) its refocusing of the crucial issue of
kinship and alienation between Jews and
Christians."

Divided court "accommodates"
community nativity scene
WASHINGTON (EP)—A highly divided
Supreme Court, holding that the Constitution mandates "accommodation" of religion,
ruled March 5 that communities can display
nativity scenes to celebrate the Christmas
holidays.
The 5-4 ruling declares that the Constitution does not require "complete separation
of church and state" but calls for "accommodation, not merely tolerance, of all religions and forbids hostility toward any."
Chief Justice Warren Burger wrote for the
majority in the ruling on a case from Pawtucket, R.I.
The justices reversed a lower court ruling
that banned inclusion of a nativity scene in a
city Christmas display in downtown Pawtucket. The display was challenged by a taxpayer's group and the American Civil Liberties Union. The decision that the scene did
not advance religion is the first time the
nation's highest court has directly ruled on
public displays of nativity scenes, although
the question has cropped up nearly every
yuletide in recent years.
Burt Neuborne, legal director for the
ACLU, called the decision "part of an
obvious movement by the court towards a
more sympathetic view of government involvement in religion." But, he said, it "is not
an open invitation to government support of
overtly religious events. This is not a green
light for prayer in schools."
In the nativity case, the federal government and Pawtucket city fathers argued that
Christmas is a "secular folk festival" and that
the scene was merely a holiday symbol.
Burger agreed, saying the display was intended to "celebrate the holiday and to depict the
origins of that holiday."
Justice William Brennan, in a 32-page dissent, said the Pawtucket display "amounts
to an impermissible governmental endorsement of a particular faith."
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Oncsinjus
Dear Paul:
I've been thinking a lot recently about
the matter of discipleship and how it
relates to standing up for our rights. I
thought it might be helpful to write to
you about it. You help me to think
clearly.
There is a lot of talk among the
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Onesimus,
everything

our faithful and dear brother,
that is happening
here.

who is one of you . . . will tell
Colossians

churches here about being Christians. In
fact, the term "born again" is used so
freely, it has become popular. But not
much is heard about discipleship—about
"taking up the cross and following
Jesus." As I understand it, discipleship
means "to become Christ-like." It means
becoming like your teacher, giving undivided attention to his words and obedience to his will. I've learned that being
Christ's disciple demands a distinctive
lifestyle, one that places you squarely in
opposition to the world around you.
I became a bit uneasy when I heard a
group of believers talking about Christians standing up for their rights. One of
the group reported that he recently had
bought an article of clothing. When he
got home, he saw it was damaged, so he
returned it and asked to have it replaced.
The sales clerk became very angry and
said she wouldn't take it back until it
was washed. (How did she know he
hadn't worn it, she said.) So he took it
home and washed it.
The group exploded. They told him
that he should have stood up for his
rights. Just because he was a Christian,
he needn't suffer at her hands. He
should have refused to take it home.
Better yet, he should have demanded to
see the manager or, at the least, he
should have reported her. Several of the
group, though, agreed with what he had
done, especially when he told them that
upon returning it the second time, the
same clerk very meekly took the damaged garment and replaced it with a new
one. Wouldn't he have created a nasty
scene if he had demanded his rights?
This group did a lot of talking about
what it means to be a disciple of Christ
by our words and conduct. They did

you

4:9

conclude (to myjoy) that facing offenses,
bad tempers, or indifference with a
Christ-like attitude is irresistible evidence
that our Christianity is the real thing.
When should Christians stand up and
be heard? That seems to be the question.
Jesus let his disciples and everyone
around him know that he opposed
wickedness, oppression of the poor, and
sin of any nature. He spoke out vehemently against them, and we can follow
Jesus' example.
But we need to be reminded here in
the churches that Jesus also told his disciples to be like serpents—and birds—
and sheep. The first image doesn't sound
very appealing until one understands
the comparisons he is making: wise as
serpents, harmless as doves, and innocent as sheep. I can't agree with some of
the people here that this sounds as
though we are commanded to be weaklings. When we go out into the world, it
is only a strong person who can identify
and resist the subtle temptations which
come; who can control both words and
actions so as not to bring reproach to
Christ; and who can maintain faith and
trust in others. That is a tall order.
Yet, to my understanding, if we are
going to be disciples of Jesus, this is
what he asks of us. It helps me and other
Christians here to know that Jesus
walked this same road—one of selfdenial, suffering, cross-bearing, and victory. And he also said, "The disciple is
not above his master."
Thanks, Paul, for listening to me.
Writing to you helps me to keep things
in the right perspective.
Onesimus

Calling all Social Workers
. . . help us find each other. To do this, a Monday noon luncheon
meeting is planned for July 2, taking place in the small dining room at
Messiah College during General Conference. Please help to give this
word to any social worker you might know. Anyone w h o is working
in social services is welcome.
Address inquiries to Bonnie Frey, Abilene, KS 67410. She welcomes
any suggestions you may have regarding setting up some sort of
support network for people doing social work.
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Guest Editorial

Death exploded my hopes
by Bernie Wiebe
It came suddenly and strangely like a UFO blitzing
from the sky. I had regarded death as a friend. It takes us
to be forever with the One who overcame death.
On June 9, 1981,1 learned to be afraid of and even to
hate death. When my oldest son gave up his life, I was
shocked into enmity with death. Such a sudden, swiftmoving deathblow was too much for my senses. Stunned
into numbness, my mind kept registering, "This does not
compute. There must be an error in the system."
Death became an unacceptable topic unless I could
talk about Glen or at least share my grief with whoever
wanted to share theirs. Funerals became almost impossible to attend. Any manuscripts submitted to me about
death got a quick "pink slip" with a "sorry, your article
doesn't fit our plans."
I knew it wasn't always kind. And our readers needed
to see articles about death so that this inevitable universal
appointment could be dealt with in the context of Christian community.
But there remains a hard spot in my being. I miss my
son daily even now.
When parents or other aged people die, they take with
them a portion of our past. We know that we cannot live
in the past, so we gradually build on it and go on.
When a child dies, he or she takes along a portion of
our hope, or future. How can you go on with an
exploded hope and without a future?
I came to feel closer to King David (Psalm 22:1) and to
Jesus (Matthew 27:46) in their cry, "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?" After only 23 years, his
voice, his smile, his hand . . . irreversibly wrenched
from us without explanation. There was a large knot in
my system that refused to untangle.
In my search for comfort in the Bible, suddenly Ezekiel's walk in the valley of the dry bones (Ezekiel 37)
became my walk. He saw a battlefield littered with hopes
died long ago. No one had even bothered to bury the
corpses. Nature and its predatory forces had done their
thing. The valley was "full of bones" (v. 1) and "lo, they
were dry" (v. 2).

I haven't been able
to feel gratitude to God
for my son's death. But
I am thankful that
his grace is sufficient . . .
V
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Ezekiel somehow saw the people of Israel and Judah
in those brittle bones baked and parched by the sun. The
hopes of his beloved people seemed as futile as that mass
of bones bleached white and rapidly joining the dust
from which they originally emerged.
Maximum stress. The overloaded circuits groan. Is it
finished? Game over?
God asks Ezekiel,". . . can these bones live?" (v. 3).
Can nothing become something? Can a vacuum fill its
own void? Are you joking, God?
Ezekiel, shrewd and wise and wonderful, replies, "O
Lord God, thou knowest" (v. 3). Only God knows for
sure. Yes, that's why the words of advice and comfort
and counsel from even our fellow believers often felt so
hollow. Some acted as if they knew.
That's not to deny grief ministries. Those who came to
support (and in our case that was almost unanimous)—
by presence, awkward words, letters, calls, food, touch—
were messengers . . . yes, angels from God.
And God said, "Prophesy to these bones . . . you
shall live . . . . I will cause flesh to come upon you . . .
and put breath in you" (w. 4-6). Ezekiel prophesied and
the bones began to rattle. Skin covered them. Gradually
even the breath came back. A new creation!
Jesus cried out in his desperate grief. Today the tomb
is empty. Resurrection!
The channels still often contain static. But I too am
finding new hope and more faith for the future. God
somehow is anointing the smashed and smithereens with
his Holy Spirit. He is raising anew the dreams which
seemed lost forever. His light has shone upon my darkness and the darkness could not shut out his light. The
grace of God is greater than any death. Not to you
because I say so. To me because I now also know.
Death exploded my hopes. God's mercy allowed me to
weep, to rage, to protest, to feel guilty, to begin to find
forgiveness and to discover blessing in mourning. The
son of hope rose from his own explosion. Because he
lives, I too want to live in the new flesh and the new
breath of hope born anew out of the grave for now and
for the future. God's Spirit is putting some stars back
into my sky,
I haven't been able to feel gratitude to God for my
son's death. But I am thankful that his grace is sufficient.
And I do thank him for faith to keep walking through the
valley. He walks with me.
Bernie Wiebe is editor of The Mennonite, a sister "Meetinghouse" publication. Reprinted by permission from the February 28, 1984, issue.
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General
Conference
Information
As you read this, only about a month remains until the
May 20 deadline for registering with the Convention Director. Use the form in the January issue of the Evangelical
Visitor. Your pastor should have extra copies if you need
them. Or just make photo copies of the one you have.
As of this writing (February 20) about 300 people have
registered. This is very much appreciated. All people 18 years
old and over who plan to attend day sessions (including
workshops) should register, whether plans are to commute or
stay on campus. The only exceptions are those who plan to
attend evening sessions only.
The first session of General Conference will open at 1:00
p.m. on Saturday, June 30. You will need to arrive in time to
register before noon. Registration at Conference is on Friday
evening from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday morning
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The final Conference session is
scheduled to conclude at noon on Thursday.
All air-conditioned apartments and rooms may be filled by
the time you read this. Please note that when you register.
Also, note that the college does not permit the preparation
and serving of meals in the apartments. Only light refreshments may be served as would be true in any residence hall
room.
Many people are overlooking parts of the registration
form. Be sure to fill in all the requested blanks, being especially careful not to overlook the following: 5, 13, the days
under 20,28,29, and 30 or 31 or 32. Also, don't overlook 38 if
you are traveling by air.
When you receive your confirmation and send in your
check to cover your expenses, do NOT return your confirmation slip. Bring that along with you to General Conference.
Please note the following changes in age groupings of
children at Conference and in meeting hours. The group for
which supervision will be provided Saturday and Sunday
afternoon and evening, during all three sessions on Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday, and on Thursday morning will be
under age 5 (or those who have not yet entered kindergarten).
Children who are completing kindergarten this spring
through those who are completing Grade 6 this spring will be
in teaching and recreation programs during the morning and
afternoon sessions on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday,
and the Thursday morning session. No evening care provided
for this age group. (Note: children 12 years old may choose
either children's or youth activities.)
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The meeting times will be as follows: All mornings, starting
on Monday—9:00 to 11:30 a.m.; all afternoons, starting on
Saturday—1:30 to 4:30 p.m. (except Sunday, 2:30 to 4:30);
and all evenings, starting on Saturday—7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Children should not arrive at their rooms more than 15
minutes early, and should be picked up promptly at the
closing times.
Why are the hours for children's activities shortened? The
answer is simple: It is increasingly difficult to recruit the large
volunteer staff needed.
For additional information, see the four previous issues of
the Visitor. If more information is needed, contact Paul
Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027, or call (717) 766-2621. If no
answer, call 766-8914 (Ken Mark residence) and leave a
message.

Missions
Convention
Information
June 27-29 promise to be exciting days for Brethren in
Christ persons interested in what God is doing in our world
through Brethren in Christ Missions. Learn what God wants
to do, what he is doing and how individuals and groups can
become more involved by attending workshops such as these:
Missions conferences in the local church
Involving youth in missions
Missions ideas for children
Service opportunities in missions
Biblical basis for missions
Praying effectively for missions
Developing a missions program in the local church
The convergence of evangelism and social concerns
How to plant a church cross-culturally
Knowing the will of God
If you will be lodging or eating any meals at the Messiah
College campus immediately before or during the missions
convention, it is essential that you pre-register before May 20.
Use the General Conference form found in the January issue
of the Evangelical Visitor or request one from your pastor.
Complete the entire form, being sure to mark "yes" in Block
A, #5. Indicate the meals and housing you will need during
the missions convention in Blocks E, F and G by circling the
BEFORE Conference dates.
All the information on the General Conference registration
form applies also to the missions convention. If attending
both conferences, remember to completely pay the bill for
both with one check.
Evangelical

Visitor

